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Staff
Pastor / Head of Staff   Rev. Jan Wiersma
Choir  Director                     Meg Cain
Pianist     Glenna Muir 
Bell Choir Director      Judy Kereakos
Custodian     Nancy Sanford 
Office Manager    Stephanie Pasch

Ministers to the world      Congregation Members

Session
The Session is the governing board of the church. It consists of six ruling elders, elected for three 
years. Much of the business of the church is conducted through committees. Each ruling elder 
chairs one of the committees. The Pastor, who is a teaching elder and moderator of Session, is an 
ex-officio member of every committee.  
 

 Class of 2020 Ivy Pillers    Worship and Music
    Kim Nickander   Finance and Stewardship

 Class of 2021 Ronda Marshall   Mission
    Dave Copeland   Personnel

 Class of 2022 Gene Kopecky   Building and Grounds
    Sue Chipman   Christian Education
          

 Officers:  Mary Meyer    Clerk (Non-voting)
    Mark Pillers    Financial Secretary 
    Joanne Powell   Treasurer

 2020 Nominating Committee
 Jeanette Hallbeck, Peggy McCarty, Mary Alice Richardson, Bruce Felger, Dave Copeland

 Membership (a sub committee of Christian Education) Chairperson: Amanda Ross
Deacons

The Board of Deacons is responsible for ministering to all those who are in need, to the 
sick, to the friendless, and to all those who may be in distress. Deacons provide meals and 
transportation, among other requested needs. They maintain the Prayer Chain.  Deacons are 
elected in classes of two and serve a three year term.

Community Presbyterian Church Leadership

Class of 2020  Class of 2021  Class of 2022
Marcia Britain  Jeanette Hallbeck  Kari Streff 
Ann Hesley   Jennifer Hall   Ron Murray



Annual Meeting of the Congregation 
January 31, 2021

Rev. Jan Wiersma, Moderator
Agenda

Declaration of a Quorum               Mary Meyer, Clerk of Session
 
Opening Prayer                                      Rev. Jan Wiersma

CPC Mission Statement:   Our Mission is to be an open-hearted, 
open-minded Christian community sharing a ministry of faith, hope, and love.

Approval of Agenda

Approval of Minutes of 2020 Congregational Annual Meeting:    January 26, 2020

Approval of Minutes of 2020 Congregational Meeting September 13, 2020

Moderator Report Rev. Jan Wiersma

Clerk of Session Report                  Mary Meyer

Standing Committee Reports           Session members 

Election of Officers 
 
Report on 2020 Finances                      Kim Nickander, Chair of Finance & Stewardship

 
Presentation of 2021 Budget                                            Kim Nickander

Looking Back with Remembrance and Thanksgiving                   Rev. Jan Wiersma

Looking Forward with our Hopes, Dreams and Expectations                 Rev. Jan Wiersma
        

Motion to Adjourn 

Closing Prayer                     Rev. Jan Wiersma
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Community Presbyterian Church
3705 Fairway Place NW

Rochester, MN

Stated Annual Meeting of the Congregation January 26, 2020 at the church

Moderator: Rev. Dr. Jeff Japinga, Executive Presbyter 
Clerk: Mary Alice Richardson

The Moderator called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m. following the worship service with prayer. 
The congregation read the CPC Mission Statement.

Meeting materials were distributed to the participants.

A quorum was declared Mary Alice Richardson, Clerk of Session, with 22 voting members present.

Approval of the Agenda:  Mark Neville moved approval of the agenda. Louis Bouchard seconded the 
motion. The motion carried. 

Approval of the Minutes: Mark Neville moved that the minutes of the Annual Meeting on January 
27, 2019, the Special Congregational Meeting of May 19, 2019, and the Special Congregational Meet-
ing of June 30, 2019 be approved.  Bill Marshall seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Clerk of Session Report: Mary Alice Richardson reviewed the report and the Session Statistical 
Report noting that there are 107 current members. We welcomed three new members: Sue Chipman, 
Kari Lynn Streff and Kevin Alexander Richards. We baptized Quinn Silvia Cain, an infant, and Kev-
in Alexander Richards, an adult. There were 2 deaths in 2019, Girard Lester Calehuff and Penny S. 
Murray.

The Standing Committees Reports: Each committee chair or representative gave the report and 
thanked all for serving on the committees.

Election of Officers: Dave Copeland presented the following slate of officers. There were no nomina-
tions from the floor and the congregation unanimously elected the following slate.

Elder Class of 2020
Worship and Music – Ivy Pillers

Elder Class of 2022
Christian Education – Sue Chipman
Membership Subcommittee – Amanda Ross ex officio 

Elder Class of 2022
Building and Grounds – Gene Kopecky

Clerk of Session (non-voting) for term 2020
Mary Meyers

Deacons Class of 2022 
Ron Murray
Kari Streff



Nominating Committee at large members for 2020 
Jeanette Hallbeck 
Peggy McCarty
Mary Alice Richardson
Bruce Felger 

Financial Secretary for 2020 – appointed by Session
Mark Pillers 

Treasurer for 2020 - elected by Session 
Joanne Powell

Report on 2019 Finances: Joanne Powell and Mary Alice Richardson reviewed the 2019 financial 
statements. There were no questions.

Presentation of the 2020 Budget: Joanne Powell and Mary Alice Richardson reviewed the 2020 bud-
get that has been approved by Session. There were no questions. 

The lease with Children’s Place Nursery will begin on March 1, 2020 and continue for five years. 
Community Presbyterian Church is most appreciative of the assistance given by the Presbytery of 
the Twin Cities Area Board of Trustees and especially Walter Rockenstein for his legal guidance and 
assistance in drafting the lease. Gene Kopecky worked very hard with Children’s Place Nursery in 
working out the terms for the lease. 

Looking Back with Remembrance and Thanksgiving:  Rev. Dr. Jeff Japinga invited the congre-
gation to provide comments on the past year. Many comments were made regarding the excellent 
music program and thanks were given to Meg Cain, Judy Kereakos, Glenna Muir and Carol Engel for 
all that they do to provide for music each Sunday. Stephanie Pasch’s assistance and guidance to our 
church during the past year, even without a pastor, was highlighted and all expressed their gratitude 
for all that she has done and continues to do for our church.

Looking Forward with our Hopes, Dreams and Expectations:  Rev. Dr. Jeff Japinga invited the con-
gregation to provide some of the hopes for the church for this year. Many comments were given on 
how the church has gotten stronger and is anticipating a new pastor coming. Comments were made 
about the excellent pulpit supply and pastoral care that is being provided which enables the church to 
move forward and become more united and stronger.

Motion to Adjourn It was moved by Louis Bouchard and seconded by Bruce Felger to adjourn the 
meeting. The motion carried. The meeting was adjourned with a hymn and prayer at 11:25 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Alice Richardson, Clerk of Session          Rev. Dr. Jeff Japinga, Executive Presbyter
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Community Presbyterian Church
3705 Fairway Place NW, Rochester, MN

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, September 13, 2020

Call to order- Moderator Pastor Jan Wiersma

Declaration of a Quorum:  Approximately 30 members

Meeting opened with prayer at 10:40 am

Proposed addition to bylaws, Article II
Section 11.  Provision for Congregational Meetings in an Emergency/Pandemic/National Disaster/
Public Health Order by the United States or the State of Minnesota or County of Olmsted.  
In the event of an Emergency/Pandemic/National Disaster/Public Health Order by the United States, 
the State of Minnesota, or the County of Olmsted, the congregation may meet by electronic means 
including by telephone if all members have reasonable notice of the electronic meeting and the abil-
ity to discuss and vote on business items. The quorum for such a meeting is the moderator and ten 
(10) percent of the members of the congregation entitled to vote.

Article IV 
Session Section 11. Meetings.
The Session may meet by electronic means if all active elders have reasonable notice of the electronic 
meeting and the ability to discuss, deliberate, and discern the will of God and vote on business items. 
The quorum for such a meeting is the moderator and one-third (1/3) of the ruling elders who make 
up the Session.

Added amendment: 

Section 14. Administrative Commission. At the first meeting of Session in February of each year, Ses-
sion shall appoint an Administrative Commission made up of one teaching elder moderator, wheth-
er temporary or called, and two (2) active elders. These appointed members of the Administrative 
Commission shall be reviewed annually. In the event of an emergency or public health order forbid-
ding social gatherings, this Administrative Commission shall have the full power of Session and may 
take action acting as the Session. In the event that the Session is able to hold a duly called special 
meeting with reasonable notice and quorum, either in person or by electronic means, the Adminis-
trative Commission will cease its work and the Session will resume its powers.

Motion to amend the By-Laws in the event of an Emergency/Pandemic/National Disaster was 
made by the Congregation of Community Presbyterian Church on Sunday, September 13, 2020.  
The motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 10:45 am.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Meyer



Pastoral Report
Rev. Jan Wiersma

To the congregation of Community Presbyterian Church:
Starting in the summer of 2019, when I knew that I would be filling the pulpit occasionally after Interim 
Pastor Susan Li’s departure, I began praying every day, for your strength and resilience as you navigated 
another period without regular pastoral leadership, and I prayed that God would prepare you for the 
right pastor, and the right pastor for you. I think we were all a bit surprised when God dropped the hint 
that I could apply. 

Between the Nominating Committee and the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry, chaired by our 
neighbor Pastor John Curtiss, events moved quickly in several directions at once. I was approved by the 
Nominating Committee, and then by the Presbytery. Simultaneously, our state entered the COVID-19 
lockdown. You all know what came next.

On March 15, our last Sunday in person, I talked about spiritual convergence as an antidote to social 
distancing. I believe this has occurred. You have stayed strong and offered mutual support, tending to 
every essential task of the church and enjoying spiritual renewal in the process. I am grateful to each one 
of you and I feel privileged to have been your pastor through these unusual months. You have sustained 
your unique and beautiful ways of being church together, with every hope of going on in the same way. 
In this report, I list some of the highlights from my perspective.

COVID-19 response: Through this pandemic, you have met every difficulty with ingenuity and courage. 
Alternative means of communicating were quickly devised and used. No one has pushed for a too-quick 
return to “normal.” With great foresight, a congregational meeting was called for after our outdoor 
worship in September to amend our by-laws so that the business we conduct today could be done 
properly, in good order. 

Worship: We moved from several weeks of conference call devotions, to worship led virtually from my 
home (including Maundy Thursday and Easter), to online worship led from church in July. Since then, 
virtual worship has brought us together, with the additional bonus of friends and family members in 
far flung places. Meg Cain consistently brings us inspiring recorded music to share during services and 
even afterward, as links are published in the newsletter. Glenna Muir, too, crosses the technology barrier 
to soothe our souls with her piano music. Our bell choir met in person long enough to give us some 
homegrown holiday music, thanks to director Judy Kereakos. One piece was featured in the Presbytery’s 
pre-recorded service offered to all PTCA congregations! Our outdoor service with brass accompaniment 
was a delicious chance to meet safely, as was our Thanksgiving Eve service in the parking lot. For 
Christmas Eve, we reluctantly moved indoors, but still enjoyed a traditional evening of readings and 
carols. Worship attendance has not suffered, nor has the intimate quality of our worship.

Christian Education: Confirmation classes were held virtually and in the Garden of Life with active 
participation by confirmands and excellent leadership from the adults. Though the occasion was a tragic 
one, youth, parents, and others were able to visit the site of George Floyd’s death, view some of the worst-
hit areas, and also see two churches actively bringing God’s love in the form of material assistance to 
people in those communities. A virtual confirmation service allowed mentors and family members of 
confirmands to participate from their homes. The youth all stepped up again during Advent to entertain 
and enlighten us with virtual re-telling of the Christmas story. This opportunity to spend time with our 
young people has given me a window into the special sacrifices and frustrations they endure as distance 
learners. They are an impressive group.
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Mission: This has not been simply the work of an active and able committee, but of many members 
who have shown great sensitivity to the pain of those impacted by the events of the summer, and the 
economic hardships endured by many here in Rochester. People have gone above and beyond to offer 
material support and understanding. We have begun to develop a relationship with a Black congregation 
in Rochester, Chosen Generation, and have supported their Lifegate Services ministry. Their co-director, 
Pastor Dayo Dosumu, detailed their work for us as Thank Offering speaker. We voted to become one of 
now nearly 1000 “Matthew 25” churches of the PC(USA), attended a virtual training event sponsored by 
the local Diversity Council, joined in the Presbytery’s Anti-Racism Spiritual Pilgrimage, and maintained 
our usual benevolence as well. We did not only offer our land as community garden plots, we got to 
know many of our international gardeners personally.

Finance and Stewardship: Similarly, this rugged little committee faithfully kept up with business and also 
ran an extremely successful stewardship campaign, despite the challenges. They have administered the 
Presbytery  and PPP grants conscientiously and effectively. Although they operate behind the scenes for 
the most part, their work is vital to our mission and ministry.

Building and Grounds: Their list of tasks completed is truly impressive. The Garden of Life is a jewel 
of beauty and peace. They have shown consistent support for the Children’s Place Nursery School, 
which has seen a reduction in staff and participating families, but has valiantly persisted under Brenda 
Parshall’s directorship. Nancy Sanford, custodian, keeps our facility clean and inviting.

Presbyterian Wise Women (PWW) and Bible study: This group exemplifies what it means to be “open 
hearted, open minded.” We completed one Bible study course last spring, another this fall, and have just 
embarked on a third. Members learn, stretch their understanding, affirm their faith, and support one 
another, the local community, and the PC(USA).

Session and wider church: Committee chairs and Clerk Mary Meyer have been unfailingly supportive 
and faithful in fulfilling their roles. I am grateful for the understanding shown to this Lutheran 
transplant. Several have agreed to continue in leadership roles at some personal sacrifice, and others have 
answered the call to fill vacant positions. All have been exemplary in carrying out their responsibilities, 
and more. I personally have experienced, too, the support of the Presbytery, and have been enriched and 
blessed by their leadership and that of the national church. 

Office: None of the above could happen so smoothly, efficiently, pleasantly, or beautifully without 
Stephanie Pasch. She is a gift for which all of us can give thanks. And thanks to the Personnel 
Committee for recognizing this and enhancing her compensation!

One thing has not changed in a year and a half: my daily prayers for you, individually and 
collectively. I know we’ve come this far by faith, and as I reflect on all these accomplishments, and 
many more not mentioned, I wonder: if we could do all this in a time of global pandemic and general 
upheaval, what will be possible when we are again at full strength and physically present? God 
knows! I am excited about exploring those new horizons with you.

Pastoral Report, continued
Rev. Jan Wiersma
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Clerk of Session Report
Mary Meyer

Looking back, our church has been through and seen a lot of changes of 2020. From having our last 
in-person church service on March 15, to conference calls, online meetings, writing a letter to the 
Presbytery for financial assistance, and online worship services, it has surely been an interesting year.

Thank you to Adam Copeland who was our Moderator until June 2020.

We welcomed a new member, Sherrie Wilson on January 26. 

We also welcomed five new confirmands into membership on Sunday, August 30: Alayna Kopecky, 
Nathan Kopecky, Heather Marshall, Connor Meyer, and Katherine Ross.

Thank you to the Pastor Nominating Committee for finding our new pastor. We welcome Pastor Jan 
Wiersma, who has been our rock through all these changes.

After six months of on-line worship service, on September 13, our church held an outdoor service 
and it was well received.  

Thank you everyone for your hard work and dedication to Community Presbyterian Church.

Our total number of members at the end of 2020 is 112.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Meyer
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Session Statistical Report
Report Year 2020

   

Membership as of December 31, 2019:   107
Gains for 2020:   
Profession of Faith, Reaffirmation, and Restoration:       17 & under: 5 
         18 & over: 0 
 Certificate:         1 
 All other gains:        0 
 Total gains:         6 6

Losses of 2020:   
 Certificate:                                       0 
 Death                                                 0 
 All other losses:                              2 
 Total losses:                                     2 2

Total membership December 31, 2020  112
Baptized members and Sunday School:   12
Other Participants:    10
Total adherents:      134

Age distribution of active members: Under 25 years:  22 
      26 to 45 years:    19 
      46-55 years:        16 
      56-65 years:     28 
      66 years and over:  27 112

Average attendance at Sunday worship:   32* 
*In many cases, this is number of computers logged on, not an accurate number of people.

Church School enrollment by age groups:     
   
   
   
    
   
Teacher and Church School Officers:   2 
   
Total church school enrollment: 33   
   
Baptisms: 0    

Active Church Officers:     
Elders: 6 (2 men & 4 women)    
Deacons: 6 (1 man & 5 women)   

Birth – 3:  1 Age 4:  0 Kindergarten: 0 1st Grade: 0
2nd Grade: 0 3rd Grade: 0 4th Grade: 0 5th Grade: 2
6th Grade: 2 7th Grade: 1 8th Grade:  2 9th Grade: 2
10th Grade: 2 11th Grade: 3 12th Grade:  0 Young Adult: 4
Over 25: 12      
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Building and Grounds Committee
Gene Kopecky, Chairperson

2020 projects were:
•	 The long awaited watermain project and 

subsequent lawn reseeding was done.

•	 Daffodils were planted in conjunction with 
CPNS on church grounds.

•	 The front entrance sidewalk was repaired by 
American Waterworks.

•	 A new lease was negotiated with Children’s 
Place Nursery School.

•	 Adjustments were made with GFL Envi-
ronmental Inc. (our trash hauler) to better 
suit our present trash and recycle needs.

•	 Our lawn maintenance & snow removal 
(B&B lawn care) contract were renegotiated 
& renewed for 2021.

•	 Fall clean-up was completed.  

•	 A video system was installed to facilitate 
our on-line presence. 

•	 Re-mulched the playground with assistance 
from the JM Soccer teams.

o Mulch supplied by CPNS.

•	 Signage was added to discourage drive-
through traffic, to make our parking lot 
safer for pedestrians. 

•	 The community gardens are still productive 
and strong.

•	 Various plumbing repairs, fire suppression 
and alarm system maintenance, & door 
repair.

•	 The tile floors were cleaned.

•	 The five furnaces were maintained and re-
paired by Tonna mechanical.

•	 Rodent control was accomplished by Bob 
the Bugman.

•	 A pothole was repaired at the old entrance 
of our driveway.

•	 The doors were numbered in accordance 
with fire code.

•	 Stephanie’s monitor was upgraded.

•	 A dead tree was removed.

•	 The light illuminating the cross was re-
placed.

Future 2021 initiatives: 
•	 Replace shrubbery around the church and 

re-mulch the Garden of Life.

•	 Negotiate a new lawn and snow removal 
contract.

•	 Continued Maintenance of building.

•	 Replace lights in our main sign.

•	 Install gutters or water diverters above the 
outside doors.

•	 Replace door frame in one of the class-
rooms.

•	 Build secure storage for CPC’s supplies.

•	 Carpets will be cleaned

•	 Re-evaluate our trash receptacle situation 
to try and eliminate random dumping.

Though the work is never done, an enormous 
thank you to an ever-busy Building & Grounds 
committee for a job well done.  I look forward to 
what we will accomplish in 2021.

Committee Members:  Ed Burgstaler, Bill Marshall, Mark Pillers, Lyal Powell, Carole Kinion-Cope-
land, Pastor Jan Wiersma, and Gene Kopecky

Another year has passed, though the year was tricky to navigate.  The building and Grounds mem-
ber’s spirit is still as strong as ever.  Though the year brought us obstacles, the B & G committee 
accomplished key projects this past year.



Landscape and Garden Maintenance
(A subcommittee of Building & Grounds)

Carole Kinion Copeland
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The following refers to the cost and care of the gardens and landscape maintenance of CPC. It in-
cludes the care of the Garden of life, the landscape shrubs and trees, and the weed control of church 
gardens, paths and foundation plantings including the preschool playground area. (It does not 
include lawn mowing.)

Budget:
$1000.00 funds were awarded for the 2020 landscape maintenance. Expenditures included: brush 
dump, daffodil bulbs, plant material, mulch, herbicide and fertilizer. $401.98 spent

Volunteer hours:
In the past we have had as many volunteer hours as 160 hours per season. This past season there were 
63 hours volunteered with approximately 11 volunteers contributing. In addition, John Marshall’s 
soccer teams assisted with mulch application in the playground. 

Installation:
A small sign was installed in the Garden of 
Life in honor of others who have gone on 
before us.

Future needs:
Continued care and maintenance is neces-
sary to maintaining the desired look of the 
gardens and landscape.  This coming 
growing season a priority is set for refresh-
ing the foundation plantings around the 
church building on the south and east sides. 
Several overgrown and damaged evergreens 
will be replaced. Low maintenance and har-
dy plant material will be used.

Another area needing work is the garden of 
life. A top dressing of mulch will be applied.

I wish to thank all the volunteers. Without 
your help and assistance, the gardens at 
CPC would not look as nice as they do. 



Christian Education Committee
Sue Chipman, Chairperson

Committee Members: Sue Chipman, Gene Kopecky, Amanda Ross 
 

With plans for continued opportunities to provide educational experiences for youth and adults we 
progressed in 2020. We were hoping to build on past programs that were inclusive, but challenging to 
all ages. Sunday school programs were 10:45-11:45 following Sunday fellowship. 
 

Plans were in place for our confirmation class of five youth to begin their in depth study to prepare 
them for membership into CPC congregation. Youth were to study a 10-week program, after which, 
being examined by session, they would be confirmed in May. 
 

Then the unanticipated happened. In January, a virus, COVID-19, spread through the country and 
indeed, the entire world resulting in a pandemic. Following the guidelines of our Presbytery, ses-
sion met and suspended in-person church services. CPC adopted a Google outreach for everything. 
After just a few in-person meetings with our confirmands, we switched to online meetings. Gene and 
Amanda continued the confirmation education and we planned for confirmation in August at an 
outdoor service to be held on the lawn at church. 
 

In May, George Floyd, a Black man from Minneapolis was accosted by police and ultimately killed 
by one officer who knelt on Mr. Floyd’s neck until he died. This event was televised around the world 
and set off many incidents of unrest and rioting throughout the country and world. A memorial was 
erected by family, friends, and neighbors of Mr. Floyd at the site of his murder. Pastor Jan arranged 
a trip to the memorial for the youth, parents, and other adults who wished to go to pay our respects. 
We also visited two churches in the area who help the neighborhood people. We also heard about 
how segregation happens in cities and drove past the tent city established for people who left their 
homes for safety. It was a very sobering experience, one that I doubt will be forgotten. Many thanks 
to Pastor Jan for making the trip a reality. 
 

Over the summer, our youth also had opportunities to help maintain our Garden of Life, working 
with Carol Kinion Copeland. 
 

Our youth, Alayna Kopecky, Nathan Kopecky, Heather Marshall, Connor Meyer, and Katherine Ross 
met with session members, were examined, were recommended for membership, and were accept-
ed into membership in August at an out door, in-person service, the first time our congregation had 
been together since March. 
 

Pastor Jan wrote narrative for the youth for the Sundays in Advent. They practiced remotely on Sat-
urdays and then were a part of the service the next day. Many thanks for Pastor Jan’s creative work 
and the youth who took time to practice so our worship went smoothly. 
 

As we look forward to returning to more normal times and worshiping together in person, we would 
encourage anyone who might be interested in joining us to plan for youth and adult education to call 
Sue Chipman, Amanda Ross, or Gene Kopecky. 
 

The Library remains closed until we are back in person. We’ll be happy to accept donations at that 
time.
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Book Discussion Group
(A subcommittee of Christian Education)

Margaret Nelson
The Book Discussion Group , as many others, had its schedule interrupted by COVID-19. In March, 
April, and May the group did not meet, but the books scheduled for those months were postponed 
to the fall. Thus, we had only five books rather then eight on our schedule, and the spring titles in the 
fall were discussed  on Zoom in peoples own homes. We do not know when we will return to 
meeting in person. We still meet on the fourth Sunday of the month, following the church service.
 

Books read during 2020

January  Before We Were Yours, by Lisa Wingate
  Based on an actual social worker who stole children, selling them to childless couples.

February   The Matriarch: Barbara Bush and the Making of an American Dynasty, by Susan Page
  A remarkable woman as mother, wife of a president, and model for us all.
 

March, April, and May titles were  discussed in September, October, 
and our combined November-December virtual meetings.

 

September  Educated, by Tara Westover                    
  Raised in poverty, family anti-education, self-educated Tara graduated from Oxford.

October   Brinkley’s Beat: the People, Places, and Events that Shaped My Time, by David  Brinkley
  As we’ve  lived in Brinkley’s time, we know something about what he cleverly writes.

Nov.-Dec. Olive Kitteridge, by Elizabeth Strout                
  Many chapters written as stand-alone short stories that show how Olive’s personality
  changes.
 

Book Discussion Group Participants:
Vera and Karen Atkinson, Sue Chipman,  Jeanette Hall, Dick and Nancy Massaro,
Marg Nelson, Margie Petersen, Ivy Pillers, Gwen Riggin, Judy Robb, Pastor Jan
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Mission Committee
Ronda Marshall, Chairperson

Committee Members: Jennifer Hall, Ivy Pillars, Mary Alice Richardson, Abby Hall, Ronda Marshall

Souper Bowl Sunday drive concluded on Super Bowl Sunday February 2. The soup cans were given
to Channel One Food Bank while always providing a bit of competition between the Youth and Adults.

The property continues to be used to support vegetable gardening for families wishing to grow their
own vegetables, but don’t have the space or land for themselves. This year the leadership shifted
from Channel One to Village Community Garden. In addition to gardening, the families had an 
opportunity to learn about raising chickens thanks to an Eagle Scout Project that Village Community 
Garden supported and placed at CPC. 

Mission sponsored a trip to visit the George Floyd Memorial on June 16th. Pastor Jan coordinated visits  
at two Lutheran churches that were actively involved in assisting the neighbors as they grieved and 
struggled to find food near them, as traveling was unsafe. CPC was represented by 12 members young 
and old. 

The committee covered the expense of “Allies and Advocates Training” led virtually by The Diversity 
Council and donated $1000 donation to the Lifegate Services FoodBank 

Mission committee continues to ensure food is stocked in the little food shelf placed on the property by 
Girl Scout Troop 44709 Silver project. 

As a church, we agreed to be a Matthew 25 church to learn and combat racial injustice. The Matthew 25 
program is led by the PC-USA to actively engage in the struggles of your communities. Pastor Jan and 
Mary Alice have attended a few online sessions to be informed on racial issues. 

Even through everything with COVID-19 this year, the Adopt-A-family program went extremely well.
This year only gift cards were presented as gifts to the families to minimize the handling of gifts. We 
purchased $450 in gift cards to support 6 people. 

With the budgeting Mission monies, the Committee agreed to donate to these six organizations:
○	 PDA - Hurricane Disaster assistance $250
○	 Channel One $250
○	 Diversity Council $300
○	 Clearwater Forest $350
○	 Family Promise $210
○	 Jeremiah Program $250

Lastly, the Mission committee has agreed to write a Land Acknowledgment statement for the church.
This is a little something we can do to recognize and acknowledge the people that cared for the land 
before us. This will become a reality in 2021. Look to hear more once the statement is written and 
approved by Session 
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Personnel Committee
Dave Copeland, Chairperson

Members: Jane Burgstaler, Ronda Marshall, Mary 
Alice Richardson, Sherrie Wilson and Dave Cope-
land.

The main work of the Personnel Committee in 2020 
involved tasks related to working with the 
Presbytery, Session, and Pastor Jan Wiersma to enter 
into a contractual agreement for her to serve CPC as 
a part time Stated Pastor. This began in about March 
when our search for a part time called pastor pro-
cess did not yield any viable candidates. CPC and 
Jan formalized our relationship in late May, and Jan 
began working with us under her one year contract 
on June 1st. The Personnel Committee has received 
many positive comments from the congregation, and 
we believe Pastor Jan has been a blessing to us as 
she performs her pastoral duties. In the midst of this 
tumultuous time with a global pandemic and civil 
unrest from a number of local, regional and national 
events, she has journeyed with us and led us through 
our on-line Sunday morning worship services. She 
reached out to members unable to join us or are 
homebound and worked with the Worship and 
Music Committee to expand our service 
opportunities at Thanksgiving. She also worked with 
the confirmation class and has been a mentor to our 
youth. 

The Personnel Committee believes our staff are an 
invaluable asset to our congregation. This fall we 
examined how we compensate our staff, 
including Meg Cain as choir director, Glenna Muir 
as accompanist, Judy Kereakos as handbell direc-
tor, Stephanie Pasch as administrative assistant, and 
Nancy Sanford as custodian. During this review we 
realized that it had been several years since any pay 
increase had been given to staff. Based in part on 
the tremendous response CPC received from our fall 
Stewardship drive, we proposed pay increases to all 
staff for 2021, which is reflected in the CPC 2021 
budget. We are thankful to our members who help 
support the church and staff so we can carry out our 
collective mission.  

Nominating Committee
Dave Copeland, Chairperson

Members of Committee:
Dave Copeland, chair 
Mary Alice Richardson (elder representative)
Louis Bouchard (deacon representative)
Mary Meyer (Session Representative)
Jeanette Hallbeck, Ann Hesley, and 
Peggy McCarty

The committee met several times (virtually 
through google.meet) beginning in October and 
formulated a list of candidates for positions to be 
filled. After much thought and prayer, we 
present the following slate, which was concurred 
by Session at their December 22nd meeting:

Elder Class of 2023
Worship and Music – Ivy Pillers
Finance Committee – Kim Nickander

Clerk of Session (non-voting) for term 2021
Mary Meyers

Deacons Class of 2023
Sherrie Wilson
Margie Petersen
 
Nominating Committee at large members for 2021 
Mark Neville
Sue Chipman
Mary Alice Richardson
Bruce Felger 

Financial Secretary for 2021 – appointed by 
Session
Mark Pillers 

Treasurer for 2021 - elected by Session 
Joanne Powell



Worship and Music Committee
Ivy Pillers, Chairperson
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Committee Members: Ivy Pillers, Bruce Felger, Mark Neville, Margaret Petersen, Judy Kereakos, Meg 
Cain

Worship changed drastically in March 2020, going to a virtual Google Meeting when it was no longer 
safe to meet in person. Rev. Jan Wiersma was CPC’s major pulpit supply early in 2020 and took the 
lead in conducting the online services even before she was confirmed as our regular pastor.  The 
online services were initiated with the help of the Marshall family and now several individuals assist 
in the weekly IT presentation of the bulletin during the service. A camera system was set up in the 
great room of CPC but there were significant audio issues with this system, and so subsequent 
services were all done via computer. 

Adaptations were made for having communion. Music continued to be an important part of our 
service thanks to Glenna Muir. Meg Cain has selected and presented excellent and varied special 
music. Use of Google-meet has allowed for continued sharing of Joys & Concerns during the service. 
Liturgists participated either from their homes or if desired from the church on Pastor Wiersma’s 
computer.   We have enjoyed the presence of individuals much farther away participating in our 
services because of the technology. After service those who wish stay online and are able to partici-
pate in a virtual “coffee hour”. 

We were able to have 2 in person services during the pandemic: our annual outdoor service in 
September which allowed for live music and was also available online for those who chose not to 
physically attend. In addition, we held our first Thanksgiving Eve service in person and online.  An 
attempt for a Christmas eve service was considered but weather prohibited this from happening.

In the early fall the Handbell choir met briefly to practice and then record several pieces for our 
Christmas services. One piece was shared with the Presbytery for a service offered presbytery-wide 
on December 27.  Additional special music was provided by Abby Hall with handbells and by Mark 
Neville on Christmas eve. 

Despite the limitations presented by the pandemic prohibiting in-person gatherings and creating 
physical separation from each other, it is felt that the weekly worship services have allowed for CPC 
to continue to keep connected on a spiritual online level, as led by Pastor Jan. 



CPC Choir
Meg Cain, Director
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This year started in spectacular fashion for the music program. After the usual merriment of the 
Advent season and a relatively quiet January, I had started to gear up for the Lenten season. 
Unfortunately, this was all put on hold by the COVID-19 pandemic. Within a few weeks, my entire 
job description had changed, from rehearsing and planning in-person music, to video recording, 
editing and YouTube exploration. I am very grateful, to continue to be able to share special music 
with our church family.

The 2020 Choir members include:
Sopranos: Sue Chipman, Stacy Kopecky
Altos: Carole Copeland, Nancy Massaro & Ivy Pillers
Baritones: Bruce Felger & Mark Neville

The choir is fortunate to work with outstanding piano accompanists throughout the year always 
adding dimension to the choral and worship experience. The talented pianists this past year 
included: Glenna Muir, Judy Kereakos, and Peggy Pillers. Our church is truly blessed with talented 
pianists sharing their gifts during worship each week.

Two new pieces were added to the choral library:
• They’ll Know We Are Christians, Arranged by Lloyd Larson, this familiar song has a time-

less message of unity through Christ, working as one for peace and justice. The keyboard                   
accompaniment surprises and delights all, complementing the flute soloist and vocalists.

• Why Do You Seek the Living Among the Dead?, This dynamic selection by Pepper Choplin 
is based on Luke 24:1-12, in which the women came to the tomb to find it empty and were 
confronted by two men proclaiming, “He is not here, but is risen!” This creative and rhythmic 
original anthem quotes EASTER HYMN (“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”) and is an excellent 
musical representation of scripture.

I am deeply grateful to this community for your support, during this unprecedented situation. I 
look forward to meeting and performing again in person, but until then, I am eager to continue 
working to provide quality music from a distance.
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Jubellation Handbell Choir
Judy Kereakos, 

Handbell Director

Presbyterian Women
Mary Alice Richardson and 

Margaret Petersen, Co-leaders

Although the Jubellation Choir 
already had rehearsals scheduled in 
March of 2020, only one rehearsal 
took place in the first week of March 
before it did not seem wise to 
continue due to pandemic concerns.

The Jubellation Choir did rehearse 
three Wednesday evenings in 
November of 2020 and was pleased 
to welcome two new members, 
Tristan Bohl and Jan Wiersma.  Pre-
cautions were taken to distance each 
ringer who each had their own stand, 
music and equipment. The group 
rehearsed and recorded three pieces.  
The three recorded pieces were then 
inserted into the upcoming virtual 
services.  In addition, one recording 
of the Jubellation Choir was shared 
with the Presbytery for a service 
presbytery-wide on December 27. 
 
Abby Hall, ringing bells on the 
handbell tree, and Judy Kereakos 
rehearsed and recorded two 
Christmas selections which were also 
inserted into the virtual services in 
December.  Those two pieces were 
also submitted to the Charter House 
chaplain and she added those to the 
YouTube Vespers services for the 
residents and families of Charter 
House on a December Sunday.

The Presbyterian Women’s group of Community Presbyte-
rian Church is a small, but dedicated group of women who 
support local care-giving groups in Rochester as well as 
world-wide causes.

Opening the New Year an annual luncheon served as a 
celebration for the group as well as an opportunity to 
assist Families First with some financial support.  This local 
group assists local families who have immediate needs for 
their children.

We packed “birthday bags” for Channel One to supply a 
family with the means to celebrate a birthday for a child, 
which included cake mix and frosting, candles, balloons, 
and books and small toys.

In the spring, we were unable to meet in person, but 
continued to meet virtually for the rest of 2020. PW, along 
with CPC, continued with moving forward as a Matthew 25 
church.

In the summer, we collected funds for LifeGate Services 
Food Shelf to assist in obtaining a matching grant of 
$4,000.00.  

In the fall, as we couldn’t provide the school bags we made 
or provide school supplies to be distributed via Church 
World Service, so we contributed funds to ship and provide 
the supplies for the bags.

Our annual Bible Study was “Lamentations” which seemed 
a most appropriate topic for 2020. The study was led by 
Pastor Jan who guided us through this most challenging 
study.

On Thank Offering Sunday, Pastor Dayo Dasumou of 
RCCG Chosen Generation Church spoke on LifeGate 
Services which provides community outreach in providing 
food and other personal needs as well as an annual health 
and wellness free health fair for Rochester.

Although we could not be together physically for much of 
2020, PW continued with the mission of helping others. As 
Pastor Jan has re-named us, we are Presbyterian Wise 
Women.
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Finance & Stewardship
Kim Nickander, Chairperson

Committee members: Mark Pillers, Financial Secretary; Joanne Powell, Financial Treasurer 

Year in review:
•	 We were challenged, as everyone was, by the pandemic and stay-at-home orders virtually eliminating our rental 

income and loose plate offerings.

•	 We received $6600 through the PPP Cares Act.

•	 We received a $10,000 grant to support community-based ministry in which we were able to assist Children’s Place 
Nursery School in rent support, the Diversity Council in support of our garden plots and Chosen Generation 
church in support of their food shelf, Lifegate Services.

•	 Going forward we will continued to be challenged to inspire increased pledging and to find new renters.

•	 We thank everyone who continued to support our finances through the mail, slid under the door or through PayPal!

General Operating Fund Stewardship Drive Summary
  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Pledging Units 35 26 26 24 23 23 25

Total Dollars Pledged $108,236.00 $88,468.00 89,368.00 $92,180.00 $91,940.00 $101,570.00 $107,300.00

Average Pledge $3,092.00 $3,402.00 $3,427.23 $3,840.83 $3,997.39 $4,416.09 $4,292.00

Mission Pledge $5240.00
Special Offerings for 2020

One Great Hour of Sharing    $0.00
Peacemaking      $200.00
Pentecost      $250.00
Thank Offering     $445.00
Christmas Joy      $400.00
Adopt-A-Family $475.00

=========================================================================================================

Community Presbyterian Church Operating Fund Giving December 2020

2020 2019
Monthly Weekly Monthly Weekly

Receipts Wks Average Receipts Wks Average 12 #	of	months

January $3,634.00 4 $908.50 $4,140.00 4 $1,035.00
February $10,136.00 4 $2,534.00 $3,589.00 3 $1,196.33
March $4,289.76 5 $857.95 $6,246.00 5 $1,249.20
April $11,135.20 4 $2,783.80 $11,412.23 4 $2,853.06
May	 $7,690.00 5 $1,538.00 $4,601.00 4 $1,150.25
June $4,675.00 4 $1,168.75 $10,013.00 5 $2,002.60
July $4,145.00 4 $1,036.25 $4,213.18 4 $1,053.30
August $9,695.00 5 $1,939.00 $9,652.45 4 $2,413.11
September $9,492.00 4 $2,373.00 $10,659.00 5 $2,131.80
October $3,915.00 4 $978.75 $4,358.00 4 $1,089.50
November	 $12,575.00 5 $2,515.00 $5,747.00 4 $1,436.75
December $15,000.80 4 $3,750.20 $30,468.88 5 $6,093.78

     Total $96,382.76 52 $1,853.51 $105,099.74 51 $2,060.78

This Year to Date Weekly Average is: $1,853.51

Last Year's Weekly Average was: $2,060.78

YR 2020 Budgeted Actual Difference
Weekly $2,040.20 $1,853.51 -$186.69
Monthly $8,840.83 $8,031.90 -$808.93
Year $106,090.00 $96,382.76 -$9,707.24

*Monthly Receipts are 
calculated by adding 
the pledged plus non-
pledged offerings.
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Thank you! 

For your leadership as a Deacon!
Marcia Britain and Ann Hesley

For your leadership as a Ruling Elder!
  Ivy Pillers and Kim Nickander

For your leadership as Clerk of Session!
Mary Meyer

Community Presbyterian Church
3705 Fairway Place NW, Rochester, MN 55901

507-280-9291   www.cpcrochester.org

Our mission is to be an open-hearted, 
open-minded Christian community sharing a ministry of 

faith, hope, and love. 


