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Community Presbyterian Church Leadership
Session
The Session is the governing board of the church. It consists of six ruling elders, elected for three
years. Much of the business of the church is conducted through committees. Each ruling elder
chairs one of the committees. The Pastor, who is a teaching elder and moderator of Session, is an
ex-officio member of every committee.
Class of 2021
Ronda Marshall			Mission
				Dave Copeland			Personnel
Class of 2022
Gene Kopecky			
Building and Grounds
				Sue Chipman			Christian Education
Class of 2023
Ivy Pillers				
Worship and Music
				Kim Nickander			Finance and Stewardship
										

Officers:		Mary Meyer				Clerk (Non-voting)
				Mark Pillers				Financial Secretary
				Joanne Powell			Treasurer
2021 Nominating Committee
Dave Copeland, Mark Neville, Sue Chipman, Mary Alice Richardson, Bruce Felger
Membership (a sub committee of Christian Education) Chairperson: Amanda Ross
Deacons
The Board of Deacons is responsible for ministering to all those who are in need, to the
sick, to the friendless, and to all those who may be in distress. Deacons provide meals and
transportation, among other requested needs. They maintain the Prayer Chain. Deacons are
elected in classes of two and serve a three year term.
Class of 2021		 Class of 2022		 Class of 2023
Jeanette Hallbeck		
Kari Streff			
Margie Petersen
Jennifer Hall			Ron Murray			Sherrie Wilson
Staff
Pastor / Head of Staff			
Rev. Jan Wiersma
Choir Director
		
Meg Cain
Pianist					Glenna Muir
Bell Choir Director		
Judy Kereakos
Custodian					Nancy Sanford
Office Manager				Stephanie Pasch

Ministers to the world

Congregation Members
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A Word from the Pastor’s Desk
If you read only one thing in this newsletter, turn now to Mark
Neville’s synopsis of the Blue Sky conversations so far,pages
six and seven. Mark has organized and led our discussions, as
more than twenty of you have taken time to dream together.
One question emerging from the first session on February 14
asked about the ways we’re already involved in anti-racism work,
partnering with other organizations that offer opportunities for
learning and service.
Becoming a Matthew 25 church: In Matthew 25, Jesus teaches using a series of parables concluding
with the famous saying, “Just as you did it to one of the least of those who are members of my family,
you did it to me.” He’s saying what we do - or fail to do - for our neighbors in need is what we do
for the Savior we profess to love. We join nearly 1000 other PC(USA) congregations to share ideas
about what works in different contexts to eradicate systemic poverty and dismantle structural racism.
Strategies for action are supported by Bible study and worship materials to help us go deeper as a
community of faith. We can take advantage of these resources in 2021, growing spiritually as we grow
in service.
Joining the PTCA’s anti-racism spiritual pilgrimage: As nice Minnesotans, we have a hard time
believing we have a deep and troubled history of racism. These buried evils erupted last summer in
the death of George Floyd. Subsequent protests reverberated not just through the state and nation but
around the world. This prompted the Presbytery to push forward with the pilgrimage, which provides
a multi-media banquet of spiritual practices, learning, conversation and action to address racism here
at home. Far from being grim and burdensome, the pilgrimage requires a time commitment of only
30-40 minutes a week, and emphasizes joy in the journey as well as the pain of discovering our hidden
history. The pilgrimage, as well as opportunities to go deeper, will be offered again next year. Check out
this ten-minute video to see if you might be interested in signing up next year: Glimpse at the Halfway
Point video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iizrn5z1WHw&feature=youtu.be). The Presbytery’s
anti-racism coordinator Anna Kendig Flores is also providing weekly reflections for Lent. Check them
out here. The first two are also printed elsewhere in this newsletter: Anti-Racist Reflections for Lent
2021.docx (https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TmdLfNSR-nD7FMIgmK-y_MXuTiRcgUBY/view).
Commitment to ending racism locally: Rochester’s Diversity Council is part of a statewide initiative
toward racial equity. Last summer, many of us benefited from their training to become better “Allies
and Advocates” to people of color. Also, we were able to use part of our Presbytery grant to support
a local Black immigrant congregation provide culturally specific products in their food shelf. The
Presbyterian Women collected more money for their program, Lifegate Services. Keep your eyes on
these pages and on our weekly eblasts for more opportunities.
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Anti-Racism Reflections

We Only Thrive Together: Anti-Racist Lent 2021
Brief reflections for each week of Lent from an intersectional and
anti-racist perspective.
This year, in the midst of COVID and many other ongoing justice
issues, we reflect on the theme that Lent should ultimately lead us
deeper into life – not fixate us on loss and death. We also
acknowledge that Lent is not merely an individual journey, but a
communal one.
None of this means that we ignore what is painful, convicting or hard
in our lives or the world, but rather that we resist the temptation,
common in White Christian theology, to over-focus on self-denial,
guilt, violence, pain, separation, and so on. Yes, we must tell the truth
about ourselves and the societies we have built, but we must tell the
whole truth – and that means always making space for wholeness,
justice, and love.
When Jesus entered the wilderness for 40 days, it was a time to decide what he would say “yes” to… and
where he must say “no.” Lent is an inward journey inviting us to similar clarity. The fullness of life that Jesus
taught and offers only comes when we dig deeper for a courageous truth-telling love that says YES to that
which brings life, and NO to that which does not - particularly resisting the systems of power and dominion
that Jesus specifically rejected. Our Spirit-driven, God-given clarity, deepened in these 40 days, has the
power to transform our lives… and our communities.
Not every word of this devotional may be “for you” or fit where you are at, but find a word, a phrase, a
prayer, or a text here that can focus your reflections each week.

Ash Wednesday (Wednesday February 17th)
Focus word: Grounding
The traditional words are “remember from dust you have come… and to dust you shall return.”
The words are a reminder of our mortality, yes, but also of our invitation to practice the anti-racist capacity
of humility. For white people, embracing this grounding symbolism, and its invitation to use well the time
we have on this earth is one way to embrace a healing perspective in the Lenten season. What would it feel
like to simply remember that we are like seeds: starting from the earth and invited to live fully into life with
all its wonders and risks… before we return to the earth once more to nourish generations to come?
For BIPOC people, alternate or additional metaphors might also be powerful. Remembering the anointing
oil that is mixed with the ashes, we might recall that Lent can be a time of an inward journey of healing and
wholeness. So what if we recall that the “dust” of the Garden of Eden was watered by God so that it
became a rich place from which “all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the
eye and good for food…” What sort of fruits is God slowly growing in the garden of your soul this season?
Where is the healing you seek growing quietly within you
4 even now? What compassionate imagination will

oil
thattext(s):
is mixed
with
the Samaritan,
ashes, we might
that Lent
can be a time of an inward journey of healing and
Focus
The
Good
Luke recall
10: 25-42;
Jesus’
wholeness.
what ifMark
we recall
that the “dust” of the Garden of Eden was watered by God so that it
Wilderness So
Sojourn,
1:9-15
became a rich place from which “all Anti-Racism
kinds of trees grow out of Reflections
the ground—trees that were
pleasing to the
Continued
The
Samaritan,
an
outsider,
chose
to
stay
true
to
his
own
sense
eye and good for food…” What sort of fruits is God slowly growing in the garden of your soul this season?
of self despite
the risks
incurred
stepping
a more
Where
is the healing
youhe
seek
growing
quietlytoward
within you
even now? What compassionate imagination will
powerful
injured
though
he was. Jesus came into the
be
ignited“other”
in you in– the
weeks
to come?
desert for 40 days, forced to focus on the most essential truths
Prayer:
God,
rootsay
myNO
heart
in these
days.
Nourish
roots so that I can grow in this time.
of his life
– and
to the
devilish
energy
thatmy
threatened
that core truth.

Week
One
(week
of Sunday
21Twin
– Cities
Saturday
Anna
Kendig
Flores,
Anti-Racism
Coordinator February
- Presbytery of the
Area
st

If wepngare
Indigenous,
Black,
Image
courtesy
of Entengel from
pngtree.or

the 27th)

other identities of color, we may
Focus
word: Woven
find
ourselves
pressed by the ‘devilish’ energy of racism into say
“yes” to things that cause us unacceptable exhaustion and
Focus text(s): The Good Samaritan, Luke 10: 25-42; Jesus’
harms, and find ourselves saying “no,” again and again, to
Wilderness Sojourn, Mark 1:9-15
ourselves. How might this Lent be a time to reverse this pattern,
and
foster spiritual
boundaries
that
ourselves
draw
The Samaritan,
an outsider,
chose
toallow
stay true
to his to
own
sense
close
the heartbeat
own needs
and dreams?
center
of selftodespite
the risksofheour
incurred
stepping
toward aTo
more
ourselves
in our God-given
belovedness
andJesus
courage?
speak
powerful “other”
– injured though
he was.
came To
into
the
an
audacious
YES toforced
our thriving?
desert
for 40 days,
to focus on the most essential truths
of his life – and say NO to the devilish energy that threatened
If we are white, this Lent may be an opportunity to practice the spiritual capacity of a responsiveness that
that core truth.
embraces Martin Luther King Jr.’s reminder in his Letter from a Birmingham Jail that “we are caught in an
inescapable
network of
mutuality,
tied
in a single
garment
destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects
If we are Indigenous,
Black,
or other
identities
of color,
we of
may
all
did by
thethe
Samaritan,
less-powerful
structural
findindirectly.”
ourselves How
pressed
‘devilish’the
energy
of racism into
say outsider, choose a strong YES to this
truth?
How
willthat
the Samaritan’s
witness invite
us, structural
“yes” to
things
cause us unacceptable
exhaustion
and insiders in many ways, to “do likewise?” How
will
we and
let our
to justice,
beloved
and wholeness
draw us to a powerful and active NO to
harms,
findYES
ourselves
saying
“no,”community,
again and again,
to
that
whichHow
hinders
ourthis
common
then how
will we let this Lent be a deeper journey toward an
ourselves.
might
Lent bethriving?
a time toAnd
reverse
this pattern,
anti-racist
of living
that trulythat
asks
something
of us
and foster way
spiritual
boundaries
allow
ourselves
to and
drawinvites us to change our thinking, our church
culture,
andheartbeat
even our concept
of ourselves?
close to the
of our own
needs and dreams? To center
ourselves in our God-given belovedness and courage? To speak
Prayer: Holy One, let my YES be rooted in what leads toward joy and life, and may my NOs be grounded in a
an audacious YES to our thriving?
courageous honesty about what is holding me back. Help me embrace the way these two words must be
woven
together
to work.
If we are
white, this
Lent may be an opportunity to practice the spiritual capacity of a responsiveness that
embraces Martin Luther King Jr.’s reminder in his Letter from a Birmingham Jail that “we are caught in an
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects
all indirectly.” How did the Samaritan, the less-powerful structural outsider, choose a strong YES to this
truth? How will the Samaritan’s witness invite us, structural insiders in many ways, to “do likewise?” How
will we let our YES to justice, beloved community, and wholeness draw us to a powerful and active NO to
that which hinders our common thriving? And then how will we let this Lent be a deeper journey toward an
anti-racist way of living that truly asks something of us and invites us to change our thinking, our church
culture, and even our concept of ourselves?
Prayer: Holy One, let my YES be rooted in what leads toward joy and life, and may my NOs be grounded in a
courageous honesty about what is holding me back. Help me embrace the way these two words must be
woven together to work.

Anna Kendig Flores, Anti-Racism Coordinator - Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area
Image png courtesy of Entengel from pngtree.

5

Blue Sky Conversations
COMMUNITY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rochester, MN

BLUE SKY CONVERSATIONS
Summary: Feb. 14 & 21, 2021
Some notes about these conversations. Pastor Jan mentioned
that above the clouds, the sky is always blue. That is where
we are coming from. We want to think and dream together
about who we are and what we can do and how we envision
God working through us. It doesn’t have to be today, but
it is what we strive to be and do. Please note that these
conversations are for anyone with a connection to CPC. You don’t have to be a member to
participate.
As background for our conversations, we chose to think about the major events of the past year:
· The COVID pandemic
· The death of George Floyd
· The election and the events that have followed
How are these events influencing our thoughts and feelings about our Christian identity and our
mission as a church today and in the future?
TOPIC 1:

OUR CHRISTIAN IDENTITY

· We discussed the elements of Christian identity and agreed that Christ and his teachings
are central to our identity as a Christian church. Just as Christ ministered to others,
outreach activities are part of our identity as Christians and we must look for more. We
identified food insecurity as a primary concern and thought of ways to forge a closer
relationship with the Village Garden organization which currently uses the garden space we
provide. 												
TOPIC 2: OUR MISSION AS A CHURCH
CPC’s Mission Statement: “To be an open-hearted, open-minded Christian community, sharing a
ministry of faith, hope and love.”
· Open-hearted
o We defined open-hearted as caring for others in an inclusive, non-judgmental way. The
group agreed that we must be involved in the social justice movement and the call was
lifted up to name and identify systemic racism. Currently, CPC demonstrates this value
as a Matthew 25-designated church and through our involvement in the Presbytery’s
Anti-Racism Spiritual Pilgrimage, September, 2020 – May, 2021. The group suggested
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Blue Sky Conversations Continued
that CPC Sponsor outside speakers of stature on racial injustice as well as other topics
of importance to the community, and that we develop a relationship with a minority
congregation.
· Open-minded
o The group defined being open-minded as being receptive to all people no matter what
their situation, background and/or beliefs may be. At present, we demonstrate our
open-mindedness by doing our best to greet visitors warmly and try to make them feel
welcome and safe. To improve on this, we encourage Worship & Music to develop job
descriptions and a training protocol for our worship helpers.
TOPIC 3: OUR VALUES AS A CHURCH
o The group identified various words to describe CPC’s values, including: friendly,
accepting, generous and committed. We are demonstrating those values by supporting
an immigrant congregation of color. It was suggested that we have a recipe exchange
and share a meal as ways to build further connection with this congregation. It was also
suggested that CPC explore connecting with and assisting the Gage East Apartments
which provide housing for homeless youth and families.

Worship and Music
JUBELLATION HANDBELL CHOIR
LENT AND PALM SUNDAY, 2021
Were You There arr. Sandra Eithun
Ride On, Ride On in Majesty arr. Joel Raney
WEDNESDAY SETUP TIME: 6:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY REHEARSAL: 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Rehearsals
Wednesdays, February 24, March 3, 10, 17
Providing Recorded Special Music
Sunday, March 21, and Sunday, March 28
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Worship and Music, Continued
Once again, Meg (our talented music director) chose fabulous
music to enrich our worship services in December.

January 3rd
“In the Bleak Midwinter” by Gustav Holst
Performed by Mark Neville, Meg Cain & Judy Kereakos
From Community Presbyterian church in Rochester, MN
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aoACD1H9DRs
January 10th
“Let the River Run” by Carly Simon and
arranged by Craig Hella Johnson
Performed by Burnside High School Senior Chorale
From Wellington, New Zealand
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2hhg1U09kKo
January 17th
“We Shall Overcome” Originally composed by Charles Albert
Tindley and arranged by Robert T. Gibson
Performed by Oakwood University Aeolians
From Huntsville, Al
https://youtu.be/P573SLIppF4
January 24th
“Simple Gifts” by Aaron Copland
Performed by Blast on Broadway
From Bloomington, Indiana
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1mvewRB9CN4

January 31st
“Alleluia” by Randall Thompson
Performed by the Young Women’s Choir Amaranthe
From Oudenaarde, Belgium
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8tlqKZj3-E
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Being a Matthew 25 Church

At our first Blue Sky conversation, people wondered how being a Matthew 25 church can enhance our
conversation. Here's a good link to get the basics in writing. You will also find links to a 40-second,
a 3-minute, or an 8-minute introductory video to learn more. https://www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/matthew-25/ . The information below is from that page.
What is a Matthew 25 church?
Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively engage in the world around us, so our faith comes alive
and we wake up to new possibilities. Convicted by this passage, both the 222nd and 223rd General
Assemblies (2016 and 2018) exhorted the PC(USA) to act boldly and compassionately to serve people
who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor.
How the vision unites all Presbyterians
By accepting the Matthew 25 invitation, you can help our denomination become a more relevant
presence in the world. We recognize Christ’s urgent call to be a church of action, where God’s love,
justice and mercy shine forth and are contagious. And we rejoice how our re-energized faith can unite
all Presbyterians for a common and holy purpose: our common identity to do mission.
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Celebrations

Birthdays and Anniversaries are
listed in the print edition of the
newsletter. Pick one up at church!

Book Discussion Group
“Pat Tillman walked away from a multimilliondollar NFL contract to join the Army and became
an icon of post-9/11 patriotism. When he was
killed in Afghanistan two years later, a legend was
born. But the real Pat Tillman was much more
remarkable, and considerably more complicated than the public knew...
A stunning account of a remarkable young man's heroic life and death, from the
bestselling author of Into the Wild, Into Thin Air, and Under the Banner of Heaven.”
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Men-Win-Glory-Odyssey-ebook/dp/B002L6HE3W

The Book Discussion Group will meet on Sunday, March 28 at 10:30 am (after worship) to discuss this fantastic book! Read this interesting book and join in the discussion!

From the Office

Don’t forget!
Daylight Saving Time
begins on
Sunday, March 14!
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Community Presbyterian's Calendar
February 2021

Sunday

31

Monday

9:30am Online
Worship
10:30am Annual
Meeting

8

7

Outdoor Activity,
depending on
weather, details
tba
9:30am Online
Worship with
Communion

9:30am Online
Worship

9:30am Online
Worship

14

1

Office Closed

15

21

22

28

1

9:30am Online
Worship
10:30am Book
Discussion Group

Tuesday
10:00am Online
Bible Study
12:00pm Online
Conference Call
12:00pm Bulletin
info due

2

9

10:00am NO
Online Bible
Study- Pastor Jan
on vacation
12:00pm Online
Conference Call
12:00pm Bulletin
info due
6:30pm Building
and Grounds
Meeting

16

10:00am Online
Bible Study
12:00pm Online
Conference Call
12:00pm Bulletin
info due
5:30pm Finance &
Stewardship
Meeting

23

10:00am Online
Bible Study
12:00pm Online
Conference Call
12:00pm Bulletin
info due
6:00pm Session
Meeting

10:00am Online
Bible Study
12:00pm Online
Conference Call
12:00pm Bulletin
info due
6:00pm Brain
Injury Support
Group
7:00pm Christian
Education
Committee
meeting

2

Wednesday Thursday
3

4

10

11

17

18

24

25

3

4

Pastor Jan's
vacation begins
6:30am Prayer
Group

6:30am Prayer
Group

6:30am Prayer
Group
7:00pm Ash
Wednesday
Online Worship

6:30am Prayer
Group

6:30am Prayer
Group

11

Friday
12:00pm Online
Conference Call

5

12

Pastor Jan's
vacation ends
12:00pm Online
Conference Call

19

12:00pm Online
Conference Call

Saturday

6

13

20

12:00pm
Newsletter articles
due

26

27

5

6

12:00pm Online
Conference Call

12:00pm Online
Conference Call

Community Presbyterian Church
3705 Fairway Place NW
Rochester, MN 55901

Normally, CPC worships at 9:30 each Sunday
and has Sunday School at 10:45 each Sunday
(September-May).
Due to the Covid-19 virus,
we will stay connected in these ways:
Online Worship, Sundays 9:30 am
https://meet.google.com/vao-wjef-cbe
+1 575-305-4527 PIN: 652 821 468 #
Bulletins for worship can be found
on the homepage of our website.
www.cpcrochester.org
Tuesday and Friday Conference Call - 12:00 noon
https://meet.google.com/kee-rcys-sdh
+1 413-889-2244 PIN: 433 818 991#

