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Welcome to worship this morning!    
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GATHERING AROUND THE WORD OF GOD

WELCOME AND  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE   

*CALL TO WORSHIP
The eyes of the Beloved are on the righteous;

God’s ears are open to their cry.
Let us worship the One who clothes us in strength

and satisfies our souls with the bread of life.

*OPENING HYMN GTG 187  Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us  vs. 1 and 4



CONFESSION AND PARDON
Holy God, our Maker; Jesus Christ, our teacher;
Holy Spirit, breath of life, have mercy on us. 
Let us in silence remember our faults and failings.

Silence before the prayer of confession.

God, you are near to the brokenhearted, 
and you save the crushed in spirit.

Be near to us in our brokenness, 
and love us into wholeness.

You are near to people who are hurting, 
but we keep our distance to avoid our own discomfort.

Be near to us in our brokenness, and love us into wholeness.
By your mercy, forgive our sins and free us to try again.

May God forgive you, Christ befriend you, 
and the Spirit renew and change your life.

We believe that God forgives and sets us free,  
and we commit ourselves to following where Christ calls  
and to loving one another.

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
Faithful God, we are blessed when we seek your righteousness. Make us whole and holy 
people by your Spirit alive in us. May we receive your word and your world as blessing, in 
your name, most Beloved. Amen

RESPONSIVE READING   Psalm 34:19-22

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
    but the Compassionate One rescues them from them all. 
 The Beloved keeps all their bones; 
    not one of them will be broken. 
Evil brings death to the wicked, 
    and those who hate the righteous will receive their reward. 
 Our God redeems the life of those who believe; 
    none of those who take refuge there will be condemned.



SCRIPTURE READING  Ephesians 6:10-20
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the whole armor 
of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle 
is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to 
withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and 
fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As 
shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 
With all of these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the 
flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. 
To that end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints.

Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with 
boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I 
may declare it boldly, as I must speak.

SPECIAL MUSIC   

GOSPEL READING   John 6:56-71 
These verses conclude Jesus’ words on the Bread of Life. They signify a watershed moment 
in Jesus’ ministry, because many who found the teaching too difficult “turned back” from 
following him. What do we do when confronted with a dilemma like theirs?
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living 
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of 
me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, 
and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said these things while 
he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can accept 
it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, 
“Does this offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he 
was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken 
to you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who do not believe.” For Jesus 
knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that 
would betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to 
me unless it is granted by the Father.” Because of this many of his disciples turned back 
and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go 
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away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.” Jesus 
answered them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve? Yet one of you is a devil.” He was 
speaking of Judas son of Simon Iscariot, for he, though one of the twelve, was going to 
betray him.

Keep these words in your heart. The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON       Eating the Word        Pastor Jan

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE

*HYMN OF THE DAY GTG  724  O Jesus, I Have Promised  vs. 1 and 4



JOYS AND CONCERNS/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God, our Savior,

hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

SENDING INTO THE WORLD TO LOVE AND SERVE

*CLOSING HYMN GTG 65  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah  all verses
  



*CHARGE AND BLESSING 
Look at your hands, see the touch and the tenderness;
Look at your feet, see the path and the direction;
Look at your heart, see the fire and the love;
Look at the cross; see God’s Son and our Savior.
This is God’s world,

And we will serve God in it.

Jesus said, “I am with you always.”
May God the Creator bless you,
May God the Son walk with you,
May God the Spirit lead your lives with love.

Amen

*POSTLUDE  
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Pastor Rev. Jan Wiersma
Choir Director               Meg Cain
Handbell Director Judy Kereakos
Pianist Glenna Muir
Custodian Nancy Sanford
Office Manager           Stephanie Pasch

To be added to the prayer list, 
please contact the church office at 

507-280-9291 or 
email office@cpcrochester.org.
For emergency pastoral care, 

call Pastor Jan at 763-219-2927.

Serving in Worship Today
Liturgist Peggy McCarty
Special Music 
IT Support Louis Bouchard

TODAY AT CPC          
Sunday, August 22
9:30 am  Worship (Online and Outdoors)
  

THIS WEEK AT CPC
Tuesday, August 24
12:00 pm Bulletin Announcements Due
12:00 pm Conference Call *
6:30 pm Session Meeting

Wednesday, August 25
6:30 am Prayer Group

Sunday, August 29
9:30 am  Worship (Onsite and Online)
 

Judy Leal
Jane and Ed Burgstaler family, 
 especially daughter Jenny
Connie Holst
MariLynn Johnson
Vera Atkinson’s daughter, Teresa

Online Worship 
Sundays  9:30 – 10:30am

https://meet.google.com/vao-wjef-cbe
+1 575-305-4527  PIN: 652 821 468 #

* Tuesday’s Conference Call 
https://meet.google.com/kee-rcys-sdh
+1 413-889-2244 PIN: 433 818 991#


