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Sundays in November 
Celebrate Many Reasons to 

Give Thanks

Sunday, November 7 - All Saints’ 
Sunday - 

Lighting candles for remembrance
On this Sunday, we remember those 
dear to us who guided us in faith and 
preceded us in death, as well as any 
other who have passed from this life. 
For example, we may also remember 
COVID victims or others who perished 
in natural disasters. The entire service, 
including communion, will reflect our 
deep gratitude for God’s promise of the 
resurrection and the eternal life that is 
ours in Christ.  
 

All who wish to do so may bring a 
memorial candle to be placed on a 
central table and lit from the Christ 
candle prior to the service. During Joys 
and Concerns, we will have a chance 
to share the names of those specially 
remembered in this way. 

 

Sunday, November 14 
Armistice Day, 2021: Ringing bells for peace 

Following worship on November 14, a bell will be rung 11 
times as we confirm our commitment to honor veterans.  
See the article on page 4.

Sunday, November 14,  - Stewardship Sunday
We express our thanks by pledging our financial 
commitment to the work of Community Presbyterian in 
the year to come. For more information, check out the 
article on page 4.

Sunday, November 21 
Presbyterian Women Thank Offering

In addition to collecting the thank offering, we will 
welcome Wes Brandenburger as our speaker.  Read more 
about it on page 5. All are welcome and invited to give to 
the Thank Offering. 

Sunday, November 28 
A new church year: Greening of the church

The first Sunday in Advent is November 28. All are invited 
to remain after worship to help in the transformation of the 
Great Room with the traditional greens and other symbols 
of Christmas.  For more information, turn to page 6.

November 2021
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Staff
Pastor / Head of Staff   Rev. Jan Wiersma
Choir  Director                     Meg Cain
Pianist     Glenna Muir 
Bell Choir Director      Judy Kereakos
Custodian     Nancy Sanford 
Office Manager    Stephanie Pasch

Ministers to the world      Congregation Members

Session
The Session is the governing board of the church. It consists of six ruling elders, elected for three 
years. Much of the business of the church is conducted through committees. Each ruling elder 
chairs one of the committees. The Pastor, who is a teaching elder and moderator of Session, is an 
ex-officio member of every committee.  
 

 Class of 2021 Ronda Marshall   Mission
    Dave Copeland   Personnel

 Class of 2022 Gene Kopecky   Building and Grounds
    Sue Chipman   Christian Education

 Class of 2023 Ivy Pillers    Worship and Music
    Kim Nickander   Finance and Stewardship
          

 Officers:  Mary Meyer    Clerk (Non-voting)
    Mark Pillers    Financial Secretary 
    Joanne Powell   Treasurer

 2021 Nominating Committee
 Dave Copeland, Mark Neville, Sue Chipman, Mary Alice Richardson, Bruce Felger

 Membership (a sub committee of Christian Education) Chairperson: Amanda Ross
Deacons

The Board of Deacons is responsible for ministering to all those who are in need, to the 
sick, to the friendless, and to all those who may be in distress. Deacons provide meals and 
transportation, among other requested needs. They maintain the Prayer Chain.  Deacons are 
elected in classes of two and serve a three year term.

Community Presbyterian Church Leadership

Class of 2021  Class of 2022  Class of 2023
Jeanette Hallbeck  Kari Streff   Margie Petersen 
Jennifer Hall   Ron Murray   Sherrie Wilson
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A Word from the Pastor’s Desk

A season of thoughtful thanksgiving

October’s days of bright skies and brilliant leaves always seem to give 
way to the more somber days of November, when darkness seems to 
hover nearer than I am quite comfortable with. Fall is, for me, a time 
of thoughtfulness, of retreat to inwardness, a bittersweet mourning 
of the year just past. Fall for me is a season of poetry, of images that 
sometimes wrench and sometimes feed the heart. One favorite sonnet by Robert Nathan begins:

Now blue October, smoky in the sun,
Must end the long sweet summer of the heart…

but ends with reassurance:
 Beauty is only altered, never lost,
 And love, before the cold November rain,
 Will make its summer in the heart again.
I love the idea that while changes overtake us, the beauty of the love we have shared with the world, 
and with our dear ones, lives on in different ways. And for this I give thanks.

A wise counselor I know wrote a series of reflections on grief; he called the work we do in our  
seasons of sorrow, “Novembering.” The necessary work of mourning is not about despair, however, 
but about gratitude. Tears may fall as we call to mind past days of success and growth, or strength of 
body and mind. We may weep as we gaze at photographs of loved ones who have died, but we do so 
because they gave our lives depth and energy and meaning; they gave us joy. One who never loved 
would feel no loss. I would not trade my memories for any money. They make me who I am; they give 
me courage to face whatever is to come.

This year, instead of relegating feelings of gratitude to one brief day or weekend of Thanksgiving, why 
not make November a month-long season of gratitude? Our worship services all month will reflect 
thanksgiving in different forms, beginning with All Saints’ Sunday when we light candles for loved 
ones who have died; Stewardship Sunday when we express our gratitude for this family of faith by 
making our financial pledges, as well as joining others in honoring veterans and ringing bells for 
peace; Presbyterian Women’s Thank Offering Sunday, when we celebrate our inter-connection with 
the people of Gage East and around the world. November concludes with the welcome message of 
hope on the first Sunday of Advent. 

During November, why not adopt a daily spiritual practice of gratitude? Every evening (or morning, 
if it suits you), take time to reflect on the day just past and write down three things for which you’re 
thankful. Or choose some ordinary activity as a cue to stop, breathe, and give thanks: every time you 
flick a light switch, for example; or touch a door knob; or make a phone call or send an email. As 
teacher, Meister Eckhardt famously said, “If the only prayer you ever said was ‘Thank you,’ that would 
be enough.”
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Finance and Stewardship

Above all, maintain constant love for 
one another, for love covers a multitude 

of sins. Be hospitable to one another 
without complaining. Like good 

stewards of the manifold grace of God, 
serve one another with whatever gift 

each of you have received.

1 Peter 4:8-9

This year’s stewardship theme is Growing in Faith 
Together: Growing to Serve.  You should have 
received a letter and pledge card recently.  Please 
plan to return your pledge on Stewardship Sun-
day, November 14 or that following week.

STEWARDSHIP and 
DOUGHNUTS!!

Sunday November 14th is D   UGHNUT
SUNDAY!! Also known as the annual Steward-
ship Sunday. This year, you are challenged to see 
how many “D UGH”NUT$ you can add to your 
2021 pledge. If a traditional D UGHNUT can-
not be added to your pledge, let the traditional 
Long John “D UGH”NUT guide you. We know
that decisions should not be made on an empty
stomach, so come and join us on Stewardship 
Sunday. In addition to the normal operating 
pledging, we also have an opportunity for 
Mission directed pledging available on your 
pledge card. Our tradition of D UGHNUTS 
from TT  ’s Bakery in Byron continues!! 

Armistice Day Recognition

Armistice Day, 2021: 
Honoring Veterans, Praying for Peace

Ringing the bells for remembrance
The Armistice of 1918 ended the horrendous slaughter of 
World War I, called THE WAR TO END ALL WARS. When 
the Armistice was signed, exuberant joy erupted around the 
world, with bells ringing then and for many years at the 11th 
hour of the 11th day of the 11th month. That practice slowly 
faded, especially in the United States. Now, Veterans For Peace (VFP) are reviving the practice, and 
invite communities of faith to ring bells 11 times on the Sunday closest to November 11, at or around 
11 am. 

Following worship on November 14, we will observe a moment of silence to remember the soldiers 
and civilians killed in warfare in every country. A bell will be rung 11 times as we confirm our 
commitment to honor veterans by working and praying for peace until this assault on the will of the 
Creator for all of us is finally ended.
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Presbyterian Women

On Sunday, November 21, CPC will 
be celebrating PW’s Thank Offering. 
Presbyterian Women’s Thank Offering 
provides a tangible way to show 
gratitude for the many blessings in 
our lives.  In addition to the offering 
being collected, we will have Wes 
Brandenburger as guest speaker.

Wes Brandenburger is a former 
Psychologist who has been working 
as the Site Director for Gage East 
Apartments over the past 3 1/2 years.  
In his 30+ year career as a Clinician 
and Administrator for non-profits, he 
specialized in program development, 
working with persons living in poverty, 
and persons with disabilities.  

Gage East Apartments is a permanent 
supportive housing project in 
Rochester MN serving 30 families, 
and 25 youth who are chronically 
homeless in Rochester Minnesota.  
Persons entering Gage East present 
very poor rental histories and 
challenging criminal backgrounds. 
Gage East is targeted at youth and 
families who have experienced long-
term homelessness along with chronic 
illnesses, disabilities, mental health 
issues, or substance use disorders.  A 
majority of tenants participate in 
the optional supportive services 
provided; often resulting in greater 
housing stability. Those who use 
supportive services are also more 
likely to participate in job training 
programs, attend school, discontinue 
substance use, and have fewer instances 
of domestic violence than those not 
participating.  

Learn more about  the  

Thank Offering
of Presbyterian Women 

by visiting
www.presbyterian 

women.org/thank.

*New Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible, copyright © 1989 by the Division 
of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A. Used by permission.

2021 Thank Offering
of presbyterian women

In 1888, when Eliza Clokey of 
Springfield, Ohio, urged each woman 
to give one dollar over and above her 
usual contribution to the Women’s 
General Missionary Society of the 
United Presbyterian Church of North 
America as a “thank offering to her 
Lord,” women responded, and the 
Thank Offering was born. Women 
gave sacrificially and were credited 
with saving the worldwide missionary 
movement of the church at that time. 
Over the last 33 years, Presbyterian 
Women has granted nearly $27 
million to more than 1,600 different 
projects at home and around the 
world through the PW Thank Offering.

Grant Recipients
 
 
 

National
SYNOD OF ALASKA-NORTHWEST
Presbytery of Olympia
Hagar’s Community Church
Tacoma, WA
$50,000
hagarscommunitychurch.com

SYNOD OF LIVING WATERS
Holston Presbytery
Holston Presbytery Camp and  
   Retreat Center, Inc.
Nature Preschool
Banner Elk, NC
$10,000
holstoncenter.org

SYNOD OF MID-ATLANTIC
Presbytery of Charlotte
Cooperative Christian Ministries
Operation Desert Drop
Concord, NC
$12,000
cooperativeministry.com

Salem Presbytery
Springwood Presbyterian Church
Kitchen Renovation
Whitsett, NC
$50,000
springwoodchurch.org 

SYNOD OF SOUTH ATLANTIC
Presbytery of Central Florida
Habitat for Humanity
Homeownership Mentoring
Orlando, FL
$5,000
habitatorlandoosceola.org

Presbytery of Greater Atlanta
Hope Harbor Ministries
Appliances for New Hope Harbor Facility
Warm Springs, GA
$20,000
hopeharborga.org

Foothills Presbytery
Cancer Association of Anderson
Cancer Patient Vehicle and Driver 
Anderson, SC
$42,360
cancerassociationanderson.org

SYNOD OF THE SOUTHWEST
Presbytery de Cristo
Frontera de Cristo
Enhancing Skills of At-Risk Children and 
   Parenting Skills of Adults
Douglas, AZ, U.S.A., and Agua Prieta,  
   Sonora, Mexico
$27,000
fronteradecristo.org

SYNOD OF THE SUN
Presbytery of South Louisiana
Child Advocacy Services
Calming Corner and Sensory Center
Hammond, LA
$7,350
childadv.net

International

BELIZE
Synod of the Covenant
Presbytery of Lake Michigan
First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven
Sunday School and Day Care Center for 
   Koinonia Ministries
Orange Walk, Belize
$15,600
fpgh.org

GUATEMALA
Synod of Alaska-Northwest
Presbytery of the Inland Northwest
Puerta Abierta (Open Door)
Libros Abiertos (Open Books)
Santiago, Guatemala
$50,000
atitlanabierta.com

ZAMBIA
Church of Central Africa Presbyterian – 
   Synod of Zambia
Chasefu Presbytery
Chasefu Theological College
Female Hostel Construction
Chasefu, Zambia
$45,000
ccapzambia.org

Give through your PW group or online at 
www.presbyterianwomen.org/give. For  
additional information about the 2021 
Thank Offering recipients, see the Summer 
issue of Horizons magazine, or go to  
www.presbyterianwomen.org/thank. 

Thank Offering
of presbyterian women

2021

PWR21476

  Happy is the one who listens to me,
   watching daily at my gates,
    waiting beside my doors.

—Proverbs 8:34*
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Celebrations

We mark the beginning of the Advent season 
by decking our worship space in the greens of 
the season. In the quietly expectant mood of the 
season as celebrated by Christians, we find respite 
from the rush and bustle of the commercial 
world. The four Sundays of Advent follow the 
trajectory of Hope, Joy, Peace, and Love. We give 
thanks for the recurring reminder that God has 
not abandoned us but is reborn in our hearts and 
in our world each Christmas.

All are invited to remain after worship to help 
in the transformation of the Great Room with 
the traditional greens and other symbols of 
Christmas.

Plan to pick up a copy of Our Greatest Gift: A 
Wonderful Life in Christ at church.  “Rediscover 
the joy and blessings of daily life with this 
devotional booklet centered around the beloved 
film, Its a Wonderful Life. Rooted in Gods Word, 
each daily Advent devotion incudes a scripture 
passage and reflection richly interwoven with 
scenes from the classic movie, along with a brief 
prayer.”  If you can’t pick up your copy at church, 
request to have one mailed to you.

Advent begins November 28

Birthdays and Anniversaries are listed 
in the print edition of hte newsletter.  
Pick one up at church!
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Community Presbyterian's Calendar

November 2021
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Community Presbyterian Church
3705 Fairway Place NW
Rochester, MN 55901

CPC worships at 9:30 each Sunday  
both onsite and online!  

Online Worship, Sundays  9:30 am 
PW Bible Study, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 10:00 am

https://meet.google.com/vao-wjef-cbe
+1 575-305-4527  PIN: 652 821 468 #
Bulletins for worship can be found 

on the homepage of our website.
www.cpcrochester.org

Tuesday’s Conference Call - 12:00 noon
https://meet.google.com/kee-rcys-sdh

+1 413-889-2244 PIN: 433 818 991#

Watch for information in 
the bulletins and e-blasts 
about Adopt-A-Family 
donations!

Community Presbyterian Church 
Rochester, Minnesota

Original Pen and Ink Drawing @2014  Carole K inion Copeland

 https://www.guideposts.org/inspiration/inspiring-stories/someone-cares-from-bags-to-blessings
http://www.cpcrochester.org
 https://www.guideposts.org/inspiration/inspiring-stories/someone-cares-from-bags-to-blessings

