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2021 Thank Offering
of presbyterian women

In 1888, when Eliza Clokey of 
Springfield, Ohio, urged each woman 
to give one dollar over and above her 
usual contribution to the Women’s 
General Missionary Society of the 
United Presbyterian Church of North 
America as a “thank offering to her 
Lord,” women responded, and the 
Thank Offering was born. Women 
gave sacrificially and were credited 
with saving the worldwide missionary 
movement of the church at that time. 
Over the last 33 years, Presbyterian 
Women has granted nearly $27 
million to more than 1,600 different 
projects at home and around the 
world through the PW Thank Offering.

Grant Recipients
 
 
 

National
SYNOD OF ALASKA-NORTHWEST
Presbytery of Olympia
Hagar’s Community Church
Tacoma, WA
$50,000
hagarscommunitychurch.com

SYNOD OF LIVING WATERS
Holston Presbytery
Holston Presbytery Camp and  
   Retreat Center, Inc.
Nature Preschool
Banner Elk, NC
$10,000
holstoncenter.org

SYNOD OF MID-ATLANTIC
Presbytery of Charlotte
Cooperative Christian Ministries
Operation Desert Drop
Concord, NC
$12,000
cooperativeministry.com

Salem Presbytery
Springwood Presbyterian Church
Kitchen Renovation
Whitsett, NC
$50,000
springwoodchurch.org 

SYNOD OF SOUTH ATLANTIC
Presbytery of Central Florida
Habitat for Humanity
Homeownership Mentoring
Orlando, FL
$5,000
habitatorlandoosceola.org

Presbytery of Greater Atlanta
Hope Harbor Ministries
Appliances for New Hope Harbor Facility
Warm Springs, GA
$20,000
hopeharborga.org

Foothills Presbytery
Cancer Association of Anderson
Cancer Patient Vehicle and Driver 
Anderson, SC
$42,360
cancerassociationanderson.org

SYNOD OF THE SOUTHWEST
Presbytery de Cristo
Frontera de Cristo
Enhancing Skills of At-Risk Children and 
   Parenting Skills of Adults
Douglas, AZ, U.S.A., and Agua Prieta,  
   Sonora, Mexico
$27,000
fronteradecristo.org

SYNOD OF THE SUN
Presbytery of South Louisiana
Child Advocacy Services
Calming Corner and Sensory Center
Hammond, LA
$7,350
childadv.net

International

BELIZE
Synod of the Covenant
Presbytery of Lake Michigan
First Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven
Sunday School and Day Care Center for 
   Koinonia Ministries
Orange Walk, Belize
$15,600
fpgh.org

GUATEMALA
Synod of Alaska-Northwest
Presbytery of the Inland Northwest
Puerta Abierta (Open Door)
Libros Abiertos (Open Books)
Santiago, Guatemala
$50,000
atitlanabierta.com

ZAMBIA
Church of Central Africa Presbyterian – 
   Synod of Zambia
Chasefu Presbytery
Chasefu Theological College
Female Hostel Construction
Chasefu, Zambia
$45,000
ccapzambia.org

Give through your PW group or online at 
www.presbyterianwomen.org/give. For  
additional information about the 2021 
Thank Offering recipients, see the Summer 
issue of Horizons magazine, or go to  
www.presbyterianwomen.org/thank. 
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  Happy is the one who listens to me,
   watching daily at my gates,
    waiting beside my doors.

—Proverbs 8:34*

November 21
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GATHERING AROUND THE WORD OF GOD

WELCOME AND  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE   

*CALL TO WORSHIP  Proverbs 8:32-35
And now, my children, listen to me: happy are those who keep my ways.

Hear instruction and be wise, and do not neglect it.
Happy is the one who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting beside my doors.

For whoever finds me finds life and obtains favor from the Lord.

*OPENING HYMN GTG 708  We Give Thee but Thine Own 

Welcome to worship this morning!    
Bulletin Cues:  Bold indicates congregational response.  * indicates please stand, if able



CONFESSION AND PARDON Carol Jones
Holy God, our Maker; Jesus Christ, our teacher;
Holy Spirit, breath of life, have mercy on us. 
In silence, let us remember our faults and failings.

Silence before the prayer of confession.

O Holy One, you showed us what it means to live by your reign:
sharing food with the hungry,
freedom with the imprisoned,
justice with the oppressed,
and joy with the sorrowful.

We ask your forgiveness, O God,
for all the ways we fail to live as people who belong to your reign.
Show us once more what our belonging means,
for you are the beginning, you are the end,
and, in every time between, you fill our lives with grace.

May God forgive you, Christ befriend you, 
and the Spirit renew and change your life.

We believe that God forgives and sets us free,  
and we commit ourselves to following where Christ calls  
and to loving one another.

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

MEDITATION Carol Jones

LITANY OF THANKS FOR WISE WOMEN  Gwen Riggin
We give thanks for the lessons taught to us by
women who show us the way of wisdom.

Happy are those who keep her ways.

We rejoice in the instructions given by Woman
Wisdom who shows us how to proclaim God’s
goodness at home and out at the gates.

Happy are those who keep her ways.



We rejoice in the faithfulness demonstrated by Sarah
who shows us how to trust that God will fulfill
promises given to all.

Happy are those who keep her ways.

We rejoice in the prophetic word spoken by Anna
who shows us that a Savior is near who will redeem
the world.

Happy are those who keep her ways.

We rejoice in the strength of Prisca who shows us
how to lead the church through service to others.

Happy are those who keep her ways.

We rejoice in the generosity of Mary who shows
us that giving an expensive gift of perfume can
demonstrate hospitality and devotion.

Happy are those who keep her ways.

We rejoice in the commitment, bold witness, and
grace shown to us by women we find in scripture.
May we listen, learn, and be made wise through them.

Happy are those who keep her ways. 

SCRIPTURE READING  Matthew 25:37-40: Carol Jones
When the Son of Man comes in glory to begin his reign, the righteous will say to him, 
‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 
naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 

MESSAGE     Wes Brandenburger

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE

*HYMN OF THE DAY GTG  647  Give Thanks 
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THANK OFFERING MINUTE  Mary Alice Richardson

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
Gracious God, we give you thanks for providing for our every need: food, shelter, wisdom, 
skill, friendship, affection. We remember that these gifts come from you and are meant to 
be shared. Creator, Giver, for all of this, we thank you. Bless these Thank Offering gifts as 
they touch the lives of others. Bless the children who will receive the education, nutrition, 
safety, and love they need. Bless the women who will have greater access to housing and
childcare, healing from disease, trauma, and addiction, and relief from food insecurity. In 
the name of the One who became fully open to all who are in need and responded with 
unbounded love and generosity, Christ our Teacher. Amen. 

JOYS AND CONCERNS/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God, our Savior,

hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father and Mother in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kindom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and let us not be led into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kindom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

SENDING INTO THE WORLD TO LOVE AND SERVE

*CLOSING HYMN GTG  716  God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending   
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*CHARGE AND BLESSING  
May the Wisdom of the Holy One
and the lived examples of women who have come before,
lead you out with a renewed spirit.
May you journey out into this broken and hurting world
with the full assurance that
by listening, watching, and waiting,
you will find life.
And may the Wisdom, Power, and Grace of God
be upon you now and through all your days. 

Amen.

POSTLUDE 

A new church year: Greening of the church
The first Sunday in Advent is November 28. All are invited to 
remain after worship to help in the transformation of the Great 
Room with the traditional greens and other symbols of Christ-
mas.  Be sure to pick up your Advent devotional in the narthex.



Pastor Rev. Jan Wiersma
Choir Director               Meg Cain
Handbell Director Judy Kereakos
Pianist Glenna Muir
Custodian Nancy Sanford
Office Manager           Stephanie Pasch

To be added to the prayer list, 
please contact the church office at 

507-280-9291 or 
email office@cpcrochester.org.
For emergency pastoral care, 

call Pastor Jan at 763-219-2927.

Serving in Worship Today
Liturgist PW
IT Support Louis Bouchard

TODAY AT CPC          
Sunday, November 21 PW Thank Offering
9:30 am  Worship (Onsite and Online)

THIS WEEK AT CPC
Monday, November 22
Office Closed

Tuesday, November 23
12:00 pm Bulletin Announcements Due
12:00 pm Conference Call *
7:00 pm Session

Wednesday, November 24
6:30 am Prayer Group

Thursday, November 25 Happy Thanksgiving!
Office Closed

Sunday, November 28 Advent 1
9:30 am  Worship
10:30 am Greening of the Church

Judy Leal
Jane and Ed Burgstaler family, 
 especially daughter Jenny
Connie Holst
MariLynn Johnson
Vera Atkinson’s daughter, Teresa
Glenna Muir’s sister, Annie
Judy Leals mother, Katie
Sherrie Wilson’s brother-in-law, David

Online Worship: Sundays  9:30 – 10:30am
PW Bible Study: 2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 10 am

https://meet.google.com/vao-wjef-cbe
+1 575-305-4527  PIN: 652 821 468 #

* Tuesday’s Conference Call 
https://meet.google.com/kee-rcys-sdh
+1 413-889-2244 PIN: 433 818 991#


