April 17, 2022

Welcome to worship this morning!
Please pick up a palm branch before settling for worship.
Bulletin Cues: Bold indicates congregational response, * indicates please stand, if able
GATHERING AROUND THE WORD OF GOD
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
*CALL TO WORSHIP		
Luke 19:28-40
This day is not like any other day.
Today we slow down.
Today we take it all in.
Today we rest in good news.
This day is not like any other day.
Today we are singing.
Today we are full to the brim.
Today joy cannot be contained.
This day is not like any other day.
Today the stone was rolled away.
Today the women saw the empty grave.
Today we know—death does not win.
This day is not like any other day. Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!
Alleluia! Amen
OPENING HYMN GTG 232		

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

vs. 1, 2, 3
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CALL TO CONFESSION
Family of faith, it is our tradition to have a prayer of confession each week—not to harp
on ourselves or to drum up guilt, but because we believe God is not done with us yet. So
please join me in the prayer of confession, because God is always listening and God’s grace
is always full to the brim.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of new life,
we are a mixed bag.
We want to be full to the brim with hope and joy,
but often we overflow with comparison and doubt.
We want to embody the resurrection,
but often we’d rather stay the same than to begin again.
We want to have the courage to be like the women on that Easter morning—
to run and speak truth,
but often we are weary of courage and uncertain of our own voices.
Forgive us for all the ways we remain unchanged.
Break into our hearts. Overflow here.
With hope we pray, amen.
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
Family of faith,
if there is life after death,
then you can be certain—
there is life after mess.
There is life after mistakes.
There is life after doubt.
There is new life freely given,
and that life is for you.
You are forgiven, loved, and claimed.
May we live full to the brim in response.
Thanks be to God, and let it be so.
Alleluia! Amen
LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy God, we so often long for more.
We want more than the hamster wheel life
of to-do lists and errands, meal prep and alarm clocks.
We want more than comparison and competition.
We want more than certainty that drowns out curiosity.
We want more than fear that leads to violence.
We want a life that is teeming with alleluias.
We want a life overcrowded with hope.

We want a life congested with good news.
We want a life jam-packed with forgiveness.
We want a life bursting with laughter.
We want a life so full that the stone just has to be rolled away.
So today we pray—break the dam.
Dust the cobwebs from our ears.
Clear space in our minds to hear you clearly.
Speak to us as only you can.
Gratefully we pray. Amen
SCRIPTURE READING
Isaiah 65:17-25
Thus says the Lord, I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things
shall not be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am
creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will
rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be
heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few
days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred
years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered
accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat
their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat;
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy
the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for
they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— and their descendants as well. Before they
call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed
together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They
shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.
RESPONSIVE READING
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
O give thanks for the goodness of God,
whose steadfast love endures forever!
The Beloved is my strength and my might;
The Merciful One has become my salvation.
Raise glad songs of praise in the place of God’s people:
“The right hand of the Almighty does valiantly;
the right hand of God is exalted;
God’s right hand works valiantly.”

I shall not die, but I shall live, and tell of your love to me.
You opened the door leading to new life.
You opened to me the gates of truth and justice.
This is the door to life; those who know Love shall enter there.
I give thanks to you, for you answer our prayers
And invite us to share a new life.
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the foundation of our lives.
This is the work of salvation; it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that God has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
SPECIAL MUSIC

Why Do You Seek the Living among the Dead?
Words and music by Pepper Choplin

CPC Choir

GOSPEL READING 			
Luke 24:1-12
On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women came to the tomb, taking the spices
that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they
went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two
men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their
faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among
the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in
Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the
third day rise again.” Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they
told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary
the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. But
these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up
and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then
he went home, amazed at what had happened.
This is the good news which we have received,
in which we stand, and by which we are saved.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Perplexed, Terrified, Disbelieving, and Amazed

Pastor Jan Wiersma

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE
Christ Is Alive

vs. 1, 2, and 5
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*HYMN OF THE DAY GTG 246		

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We believe in a God who can astound us—
a God who created the mountains of Colorado,
the stars on a summer night, and the green of Ireland.
We believe in Jesus, whose example changes us—

an example of love for those on the fringes,
healing for the sick, and welcome for the lonely.
We believe that Jesus was abandoned by his friends,
wounded, mocked, and killed by the state.
And in a garden, three days later, we believe that life began again—
the stone was rolled back, as death lost its sting.
Ever since that day, we believe the Spirit
has been inviting us into an expansive life—
a life not measured by wealth or accolades,
but a life full to the brim with joy,
overflowing with laughter, saturated in hope,
and decorated with good news.
Death has lost its sting.
We believe, and are set free. Thanks be to God. Amen
JOYS AND CONCERNS/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God, our Savior,
hear our prayer.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and let us not be led into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen
SENDING INTO THE WORLD TO LOVE AND SERVE
*CLOSING HYMN GTG 238 		

Thine is the Glory

all verses
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*CHARGE AND BLESSING

May you be dazzled by the beauty of this world.
May your laughter be contagious.
May your love overflow to those around you.
May your hope and joy spread like honey,
and may all your being fill to the brim with God’s Holy Spirit.
May it change your life.
In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself—
go in peace to love as you are loved. Amen.
POSTLUDE				

TODAY AT CPC
Sunday, April 17
9:30 am Worship (Onsite and Online)
THIS WEEK AT CPC
Monday, April 18
Easter Monday - Office Closed

Judy Leal
Tuesday, April 19
Jane and Ed Burgstaler family,
10:00 am PW Bible Study
especially daughter Jenny and
12:00 pm Bulletin Announcements Due
Ed’s mother, Helen
12:00 pm Conference Call *
Connie Holst
5:30 pm Finance & Stewardship Committee MariLynn Johnson
Vera Atkinson’s daughters,
Wednesday, April 20
Teresa and Carla
6:30 am Prayer Group
Margie
Petersen
12:00 pm Newsletter Articles due
7:00 pm

CPC Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, April 24
9:30 am Worship (Onsite and Online)
Thanks to the handbells
ringers for providing the
descant on "Christ Is Alive."
Online Worship: Sundays 9:30 – 10:30am
https://meet.google.com/vao-wjef-cbe
+1 575-305-4527 PIN: 652 821 468 #
* Tuesday’s Conference Call
https://meet.google.com/kee-rcys-sdh
+1 413-889-2244 PIN: 433 818 991#

To be added to the prayer list, please contact the church office at 507-280-9291 or
via email office@cpcrochester.org.
For emergency pastoral care,
call Pastor Jan at 763-219-2927.
Pastor
Choir Director 		
Handbell Director
Pianist
Custodian
Office Manager

Rev. Jan Wiersma
Meg Cain
Judy Kereakos
Glenna Muir
Nancy Sanford
Stephanie Pasch

Serving in Worship Today
Liturgist
Bruce Felger
Special Music
CPC Choir
IT Support
Louis Bouchard

Brim
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Imagine
being there, arriving at daybreak, holding the spice bowl in your hands. The burial spices, nard and
myrrh, were aromatic. The aromas of blood, oils, death, and spices fill the air. Imagine how it would have smelled. It
was the work of the women to honor the body of the deceased; to honor the life he had lived, and they had loved.
How might we honor God with our practices of beauty? What materials do we need to gather and incorporate?
How can we keep God centered in our creative endeavors?
—Hannah Garrity

2 Fujimura, Makoto, with foreword by N. T. Wright. Art and Faith: A Theology of Making. (New Haven & London: Yale University Press, 2020).
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