
August 13, 2023

Welcome to worship this morning!
Bulletin Cues:  Bold indicates congregational response, * indicates please stand, if able. 

Bathrooms are located down the hall, around the corner to the left.  A family bathroom is 
located in the hallway on the right hand side (next to the Kidz Klub).
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE			 
	       	

*CALL TO WORSHIP	
O give thanks to the Lord!

Sing to God! Tell of God’s wonderful works!
Remember all the things God has done!

We glory in God’s holy name!
See the Lord, our strength and refuge;

we come to be in God’s presence.

*OPENING HYMN GTG 336		 We Gather Together	 verses 1 and 2 
	



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
We come seeking God’s voice, a voice that loves us, cares for us, but also challenges us to 
do better, to love more fully, and believe more wholeheartedly. Let us be honest with God 
about where we are on our journey.

Holy God,
it is easy to confess with our lips that you are Lord,
but it is much harder to believe with our hearts,
to live in a way that puts you first.
We are quick to trust in idols.
We depend on what we can see, touch, and control,
instead of waiting to hear your still, small voice.
Forgive us, Lord, and help our unbelief, 
so that what we confess with our lips
we may truly believe in our hearts.

Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
There are no prerequisites, no disqualifications, no exceptions

We are saved, we are forgiven, we are freed!  Hallelujah!

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Let the fire of your Spirit open our hearts and minds to your word, O God. Help us to hear 
your voice and follow your paths all the days of our lives. Amen.

RESPONSIVE READING		  Psalm 105:1-6, 45b
O give thanks to the Lord; call on his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples.

Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wonderful works.

Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.

Seek the Lord and his strength;
seek his presence continually.

Remember the wonderful works he has done,
his miracles and the judgments he has uttered,

O offspring of his servant Abraham,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones.
Praise the Lord!



SCRIPTURE READING		  Romans 10:5-15
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who 
does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do 
not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or 
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what 
does it say?

“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), because if you confess with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the 
mouth, leading to salvation. The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put 
to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all 
and is generous to all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.”

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 
to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, 
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

SPECIAL  MUSIC		            Down By The Riverside 	 arr. Moses Hogan
Shenandoah Christian Music Camp

GOSPEL READING 			   Matthew 14:22-33	 .
Immediately he made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side, while 
he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain 
by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, 
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in 
the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him 
walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 
But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, 
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 
But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he 
cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying 
to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
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Keep these words in your heart.  The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON				    Walking on Water	 	 Rev. Chris Miller

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE

*HYMN OF THE DAY GTG 22	 God of the Sparrow	 verses 1-3

JOYS AND CONCERNS/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God, our Savior,

hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 



SENDING INTO THE WORLD TO LOVE AND SERVE

*CLOSING HYMN GTG 694		 Great God of Every Blessing	
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BLESSING AND CHARGE
Friends, there is work to be done. Jesus still sends us out into the world, to love and serve 
as the body of Christ. You don’t need to pack a bag or bring a change of clothes; God will 
provide all we need.

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, let us go into the world with God’s liberating Word on our 
lips, until all are free, and all creation reconciled as one beloved community. 

Amen.

POSTLUDE		

Today, we welcome Rev. Chris Miller to CPC.  Rev. Chris Miller was born in Davenport, 
Iowa, and grew up in parsonages as a preacher’s kid (PK).  He graduated from Carthage 
College (BA, sociology, ’71) and then spent three years as a parish youth worker in Ap-
pleton, Wisconsin. He attended the ELCA Lutheran seminary in Chicago (LSTC, ’75–’79) 
and was ordained on March 25, 1979.  Rev. Miller had served various parishes in Wis-
consin, including Kenosha, Rice Lake / Brill, Mineral Point, and Loganville; also served 
parishes in Iowa City, IA, & Blue Springs, MO.  

Rev. Miller retired after thirty-five years in active parish ministry, and 5 years of Interim 
pastoral work in the Southeast Minnesota Synod. He and his wife, Donna, moved to Roch-
ester in July 2015.  Since then he has done Interim work in 3 parishes, and supply preached 
in approximately 35 different churches in the ELCA’s SE MN Synod. 



Church Staff

Pianist	 Glenna Muir
Custodian	 Nancy Sanford
Office Manager	  Stephanie Pasch

Serving in Worship Today

Guest Preacher	 Rev. Chris Miller
Liturgist	 Sherrie Wilson
IT Support	 Bruce Felger

Sunday, August 13, 2023
9:30 am 	 Worship - 	Onsite and Online 
2:30 pm	 Building Usage: Labranza de Dios

Monday - Friday
8:00 am  Building Usage: Med-City Driving

Tuesday, August 15
12:00 pm 	 Bulletin Information Due 
12:00 pm	 Presby Pastor’s Gathering
7:00 pm	 Building Use: Mission Aid Network

Wednesday, August 16
6:30 am 	 Prayer Group at CPC

Thursday, August 17
5:30 pm	 Building Usage: Labranza de Dios

Sunday, August 20	
9:30 am 	 Worship - Outdoors and Online
	 Bring your lawn chairs! 
12:00 pm	 Newsletter Articles are due
2:30 pm	 Building Usage: Labranza de Dios

Online Worship: 
Sundays  9:30 – 10:30am

https://meet.google.com/vao-wjef-cbe
+1 575-305-4527  PIN: 652 821 468 #

To be added to the prayer list, 
please contact the office via email: 
office@cpcrochester.org.
Emergency Pastoral Support: 
Rev. Carla Nelson: 507-254-1254

Judy Leal
Jane and Ed Burgstaler family, 
   especially daughter Jenny 
Connie Holst
Vera Atkinson’s daughter, Teresa 
Shannon Cisewski 
Ron Murray
Dick and Nancy Massaro
The Hall Family


