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I come to the garden alone,
While the dew is still on the roses,
And the voice I hear falling on my ear,
The Son of God discloses...

And He walks with me, and He talks with me,
And He tells me I am His own,
And the joy we share as we tarry there,
None other, has ever, known!

He speaks and the sound of His voice,
Is so sweet the birds hush their singing,
And the melody that he gave to me,
Within my heart is ringing . . .

And He walks with me, and He talks with me,
And He tells me I am His own,
And the joy we share as we tarry there,
None other, has ever, known!

And the joy we share as we tarry there,
None other, has ever, known!

Words and Music by C. Austin Miles, 1912
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Staff
Pastor/Head of Staff			   Soon to be Rev. Paul Banchasawan
Pianist					     Dr. Tianyao Xie
Music Director				    Jennifer Taylor 
Custodian					     Nancy Sanford 
Office Manager				    Stephanie Pasch

Ministers to the world     	 Congregation Members

Session
The Session is the governing board of the church. It consists of six ruling elders, elected for two 
years. Much of the business of the church is conducted through committees. Each ruling elder 
chairs one of the committees. The Pastor, who is a teaching elder and moderator of Session, is an 
ex-officio member of every committee.  
	

	 Class of 2026	 Amanda Ross			   Personnel and Nominating
				    Lyal Powell				    Building and Grounds
	 				  

	 Class of 2027	 Peggy McCarty			   Christian Education
				    Ronda Marshall			   Finance and Stewardship
				    Mary Alice Richardson		  Mission
				    Dave Copeland			   Worship and Music

	 Officers:		  Mary Meyer				   Clerk (Non-voting)
				    Mark Pillers				   Financial Secretary 
				    Joanne Powell			   Treasurer

	 2026 Nominating Committee
	 Mary Meyer, Jane Burgstaler, 2 open spots

Deacons
The Board of Deacons is responsible for ministering to all those who are in need, to the 
sick, to the friendless, and to all those who may be in distress. Deacons provide meals and 
transportation, among other requested needs. They maintain the Prayer Chain.  

Community Presbyterian Church Leadership

Class of 2026			   Class of 2027
Carole Kinion Copeland		  Stacy Kopecky 
Margaret Petersen			   Mary Meyer
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Around CPC and the PC-USA

General Assembly
June 22 - July 2, 2026

Milwaukee, WI

The clock is ticking toward the opening of the 
227th General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) next June in Milwaukee.  
Visit this site (https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/
church-structure/general-assembly/general-as-
sembly-gathering) often to get the latest plan-
ning updates, deadlines, and sign up for the 
“On the Road to GA” newsletter: https://share.
hsforms.com/1r9fidzPdQNqgt2wmdgtt1Adf5ts 

Birthdays and Anniversaries are in the 
print edition of the newsletter.  
Pick one up at church!

https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/church-structure/general-assembly/general-assembly-gathering
https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/church-structure/general-assembly/general-assembly-gathering
https://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/church-structure/general-assembly/general-assembly-gathering
https://share.hsforms.com/1r9fidzPdQNqgt2wmdgtt1Adf5ts 
https://share.hsforms.com/1r9fidzPdQNqgt2wmdgtt1Adf5ts 
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Around the Community
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JANUARY
• 	 National	Slavery	and	Human	Trafficking	Prevention	Month;	polarisproject.org
06		 	Epiphany;	pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/theology-worship/

worship/christian-year/epiphany
11		 		National	Human	Trafficking	Awareness	Day;	traffickingresourcecenter.org or presbyterianwomen.org/justice
16		 National	Religious	Freedom	Day;	religiousfreedomday.com
18–25	 Week	of	Prayer	for	Christian	Unity;	oikoumene.org/week-of-prayer	
19	 Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	Day;	thekingcenter.org 
27		 	International	Holocaust	Remembrance	Day;	unesco.org/en/days/holocaust-remembrance

FEBRUARY
• 	 Black	History	Month;	blackhistorymonth.gov
• 	 National	Teen	Dating	Violence	Awareness	and	Prevention	Month;	teendvmonth.org
01		 	National	Freedom	Day;	presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-2824-national-freedom-day
01–07	 World	Interfaith	Harmony	Week;	worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com
08		 Souper	Bowl	of	Caring;	tacklehunger.org
12		 International	Day	against	the	Use	of	Child	Soldiers;	redhandday.org 
18	 Ash	Wednesday;	pcusa.org/resource/ash-wednesday-service

MARCH
•			 Women’s	History	Month;	womenshistorymonth.gov
06		 World	Day	of	Prayer;	wdp-usa.org or worlddayofprayer.net
08		 	International	Women’s	Day;	internationalwomensday.com or un.org/en/observances/womens-day
08								 	Celebrate	the	Gifts	of	Women	Sunday;	pcusa.org/events/celebrate-gifts-women-sunday/march-8th-

2026-0800am	
09–20		 	UN	Commission	on	the	Status	of	Women;	unwomen.org/en/how-we-work/commission-on-the-status-of-

women/csw70-2026
15–21		 National	Agriculture	Week;	iatp.org
22			 World	Water	Day;	un.org/en/observances/water-day
24–30		 	National	Farmworker	Awareness	Week;	saf-unite.org/national-farmworker-awareness-week or saf-unite.org/

APRIL
• 	 Sexual	Assault	Awareness	Month;	en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_Assault_Awareness_Month	
03	 	Good	Friday;	pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/theology-

worship/worship/christian-year/good-friday 
05	 	Easter	Sunday;	pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/theology-

worship/worship/christian-year/resurrection-lordeaster 
07	 World	Health	Day;	who.int/campaigns/world-health-day  
08	 International	Romani	Day;	en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Romani_Day  
22	 Earth	Day;	earthday.org 
24	 	Armenian	Genocide	Remembrance	Day;	pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/

ministry-areas/world-mission/jinishian-memorial-program/armenian-genocide  
29	 Denim	Day;	denimdayinfo.org

MAY
• 	 Asian	American	and	Pacific	Islander	Heritage	Month;	asianpacificheritage.gov
04–10		 	PW	Together	in	Action	Days	for	Children’s	Literacy;	presbyterianwomen.org/justice 

Children’s	Book	Week;	everychildareader.net/cbw  
05		 National	Teacher	Day;	nea.org  
09	 World	Fair	Trade	Day;	wfto.com  
09	 Stamp	Out	Hunger	Day;	about.usps.com/corporate-social-responsibility/nalc-food-drive.htm  
10	 Mother’s	Day		
15	 Palestinian	Nakba	Remembrance	Day;	un.org/unispal/about-the-nakba  
22	 International	Day	for	Biological	Diversity;	cbd.int/idb  
24	 	Pentecost;	pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/theology-

worship/worship/christian-year/day-pentecost 
25		 Memorial	Day;	cem.va.gov/history/Memorial-Day-history.asp 

Working for Justice and Peace                                                 2026
presbyterian	women	j&p	calendar 

We	are	called	to	share	God’s	love	with	the	world	by	being	God’s	hands	in	the	world.	We	answer	God’s	call	to	“do	justice,	love	kindness	and	walk	humbly	with	our	God”	(Micah	6:8).

Remember,	every	Thursday	is	an	opportunity	to	participate	in	Thursdays	in	Black.	See oikoumene.org/what-we-do/thursdays-in-black

Presbyterian Women
We are called to share God’s love 
with the world by being God’s 
hands in the world.  We answer 
God’s call to “do justice, love 
kindness and walk humbly with 
our God.” (Micah 6:8)

Presbyterian Women
The PW Bible study concludes on Tuesday, June 2 at 9:30 
am with Lesson 9: When You Are Walking with Jesus: The 
Road to Emmaus, Scripture: Luke 24:13–35
“Are Women Believed?”

Check out the blog: https://www.presbyterianwomen.
org/2026/02/18/finding-resilience-joy-and-our-identity-in-
jesus-christ-lesson-nine/

The blog begins...
“I have been in meetings when a woman has come up 
with a great idea, and not only was the idea not accepted, 
it was never acknowledged. Then, ten minutes later a man 
proposed the exact same idea, and the leader said, “What 
a great idea. Let’s do that!” This has happened numerous 
times, so much so that I thought a colleague of mine was 
invisible.

Some of us are the ones to interject, “You know, Cynthia just 
said that fifteen minutes ago.” Or, “The new strategy we are 
implementing was Jeanne’s idea. Thank you, Jeanne.”

Sometimes, a group of us women would take a male col-
league with us to a meeting where an important issue was 
being discussed, because, more likely than not, if he repeat-
ed what we said, the leader listened to him.

Are women believed?...”

Lesson 9 Artwork: "Road to Emmaus" 
by Michael Torevell

JUNE
• Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ+) Pride Month; loc.gov/lgbt-pride-month/about
05 National Gun Violence Awareness Day; wearorange.org
07 Intercultural Church Sunday; 
            pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministryareas/intercultural-ministries-support
19 Juneteenth; pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/interculturalminis-
tries-support/african-american-intercultural-support
20 World Refugee Day; pcusa.org/disaster-assistance/migration-accompaniment-ministry/world-refugee-day
21 Father’s Day
JULY
04 Independence Day
05 Immigration Sunday; pcusa.org/events/immigration-sunday/july-5th-2026-0800am
30 National Support Public Education Day; nationaltoday.com/national-support-public-education-day

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/2026/02/18/finding-resilience-joy-and-our-identity-in-jesus-christ-lesson-nine/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/2026/02/18/finding-resilience-joy-and-our-identity-in-jesus-christ-lesson-nine/
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/2026/02/18/finding-resilience-joy-and-our-identity-in-jesus-christ-lesson-nine/
http://loc.gov/lgbt-pride-month/about
http://wearorange.org
http://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministryareas/intercultural-ministries-support 
http://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/interculturalministries-support/african-american-intercultural-support 
http://pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/interculturalministries-support/african-american-intercultural-support 
http://pcusa.org/disaster-assistance/migration-accompaniment-ministry/world-refugee-day
http://pcusa.org/events/immigration-sunday/july-5th-2026-0800am 
http://nationaltoday.com/national-support-public-education-day
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Community Presbyterian's Calendar

June 2026
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Community Presbyterian's Calendar

July 2026
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Community Presbyterian Church
3705 Fairway Place NW
Rochester, MN 55901

CPC worships at 9:30 each Sunday  
Both onsite and online!  

Online Worship, Sundays  9:30 am 
https://meet.google.com/vao-wjef-cbe
+1 575-305-4527  PIN: 652 821 468 #

Bulletins for worship can be found 
on the homepage of our website.

www.cpcrochester.org

Contact the church office: 507-280-9291
or email office@cpcrochester.org

Community 
Presbyterian Church

Our Mission is to be an 
open-hearted, 
open-minded 

Christian community 
sharing a ministry of 
faith, hope, and love.

 https://www.guideposts.org/inspiration/inspiring-stories/someone-cares-from-bags-to-blessings
http://www.cpcrochester.org

