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Annual Meeting of the Congregation January 26, 2025
Rev. Doug Walters, Moderator 

Agenda

Declaration of a Quorum	 Dave Copeland, Clerk of Session

Opening Prayer	 Rev. Doug Walters

CPC Mission Statement: 	Our Mission is to be an open-hearted, open-minded Christian community
				    sharing a ministry of faith, hope, and love.

Approval of Agenda

Approval of Minutes of 2023 Congregational Annual Meeting: January 28, 2024

Clerk of Session Report 	 Dave Copeland

Standing Committee Reports 	 Session members

Report on 2023 Finances 	 Mark Pillers

Presentation of 2024 Budget 	

Looking Back with Remembrance and Thanksgiving

Looking Forward with our Hopes, Dreams and Expectations	

Motion to Adjourn

Closing Prayer 	 Rev. Doug Walters
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Community Presbyterian Church 
Annual Meeting Minutes

January 28, 2024
Stated Annual Meeting of the Congregation 		  January 28, 2024 on-site and online 

Moderator: Reverend Doug Walters
Clerk: Mary Meyer 

The Moderator called the meeting to order at 10:40 a.m. following the worship service with prayer. 

A quorum was declared by Mary Meyer, Clerk of Session, with 21 voting members present.

Approval of the Agenda:  Mary Alice Richardson moved the approval of the agenda and Ivy Pillers 
seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Approval of the Minutes:  Louis Bouchard moved to approve the Minutes of the annual meeting on 
January 22, 2023 and Mark Pillers seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

Pastor’s Report: Our Bridge Pastor, Reverend Carla Nelson, is here to help us to link Community 
Presbyterian Church from one side to another, from where you have been to where you are going.  

Clerk of Session Report:  Mary Meyer noted the Statistical Report that we have 70 current members.

The Standing Committees Reports: Each committee chair or representative gave the report and 
thanked all for serving on the committees. 

Nominating: Election of Officers:  Amanda Ross presented the following slate of officers at our 
Special Congregational meeting held on November 19, 2023.    
Term		  Position	
2024		  Financial Secretary			  Mark Pillers
2024-2025	 Elder Worship & Music		  Ivy Pillers
2024-2026	 Nominating Member at Large	 Mary Meyer
2024-2026	 Deacon				    Peggy McCarty
2024		  Treasurer				    Joanne Powell
Motion: Session moves approval of these Ruling Elders, Deacons and Officers for 2024.

Election of Officers:  Amanda Ross presented the positions that were still open and now are filled on 
January 28, 2024.
2024-2026	 Elder Finance & Stewardship		  Aaron Simms

Motion to approve Aaron Simms as an Elder for Finance and Stewardship was made by Louis 
Bouchard and seconded by Dave Copeland.  The motion carried.

Nominations from the floor:  
2024		  Clerk of Session			   Dave Copeland
2024-2026	 Nominating Member at Large	 Jane Burgstaler
2024-2026	 Deacon				    Margaret Petersen
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Annual Meeting Minutes Continued

Motion to approve the nomination from the floor was made by Mary Alice Richardson and 
seconded by Louis Bouchard.  The motion carried.

Presentation of the 2024 Budget:    Kim Nickander presented the 2024 budget showed a decrease in 
pledges and a slight increase in average pledges.  It was agreed to increase employee wages.  We are 
awaiting Children’s Place Nursery to receive a grant to help with rent and utilities.  The Session had 
approved the Budget prior to the meeting.  

Looking back with Remembrance and Thanksgiving:  
•	 MariLynn Johnson, who served as a Deacon and loved to write poetry.

•	 Wayne Richardson, who was a founding member of Community Presbyterian Church.

•	 Alex Hall – Son of Frank and Jennifer Hall

•	 Thank you to Glenna Muir for her beautiful music, to our amazing office administrator, Steph-
anie Pasch, and to our custodian, Nancy Sanford for keeping the church sparkling.

•	 At the end of May our faithful Bell Director, Judy Kereakos, has retired and Choir Director, 
Meg Cain, had moved.  We miss hearing there beautiful music as well.

Looking forward with our Hopes, Dreams, and Expectations:  

Reverend Carla Nelson noted from the pictures on the cover of the annual meeting about how our 
community needs to look back to help us move forward.

•	 How the Mission committee, Christian Education, and Blue Sky committee helped Gage East 
remodel their library from a fire, donated books, held a Christmas party and gave gifts

•	 We continue to have Brass Etc. play their wonderful music at our outdoor services

•	 Continue to share garden plots, which allow the bees to collect pollen from the flower garden 

•	 To find a choir and bell director to share their talents

Motion to Adjourn:  It was moved by Mark Pillers and seconded by Louis Bouchard to adjourn the 
meeting.  The motion carried.  

The meeting was adjourned with a prayer at 11:25 am.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Meyer, Clerk of Session			   Reverend Doug Walters, Moderator



SESSION STATISTIC REPORT
Report Year 2024

Dave Copeland, Clerk of Session
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Active membership as of December 31, 2023:	  70
Gains for 2024:	
Profession of Faith, Reaffirmation, and Restoration:     	 17 & under:	 0
									         18 & over:	 0
									         Certificate:	 0
									         All other gains:	 0
									         Total gains:	     0
Losses of 2024: (Connie Holst, Nancy Massaro, Ron Murray)	
									         Certificate:	 0
									         Death:	 3
									         All other losses: 	   0
									         Total losses:	   	 3
	
Total active membership December 31, 2024	   67

Baptized members and Sunday School:	
	 Total adherents:	
	 Age distribution of active members:	 Under 25 years:  	 17
							       26 to 45 years:  			   13
							       46-55 years:  	   9
							       56-65 years:  	 11
							       66 years and over: 	 17

Average attendance at Sunday worship: 21 in person and 7 online

Baptisms: 0
Total Baptisms: 0

Active Church Officers: 	 Elders: 6 (2 man & 4 women)
				    Deacons: 5 (2 men & 3 women)
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Building and Grounds Committee
Lyal Powell, Chairperson

Committee Members: Ed Burgstaler, Bill Marshall, 
Mark Pillers, Carole Kinion-Copeland, 
Gene Kopecky, and Lyal Powell-Chair.

2024: Another busy year for B&G.  

Our nursery school ceased operations at the end of 
their school year.  We reached an equitable agree-
ment and signed documents for their exit.

We contracted with Realty Growth Investments to 
locate a new tenant and are in the process of work-
ing with an interested party to lease the space.

A tremendous amount of work (landscaping, paint-
ing....) was accomplished by Carole to make the 
building and site look it’s best for any newly inter-
ested potential lessors.  Nancy scrubbed the class-
rooms and children’s bathrooms.

Our lawn maintenance; snow removal (B&B Lawn 
Services) contract was ended and we contracted 
with a new company for similar services.

We had a successful Spring Fling and were assist-
ed once again by our companion congregation 
LaBranza De Dios who also supplied a meal for the 
crew.

We again hosted community garden plots.

The HVAC units were maintained under a service 
contract with Tonna mechanical.

Pest control by Bob the Bug Man.

General maintenance of the building (Doors, 
plumbing, small repairs) were addressed by mem-
bers of the B&G committee.

Parking lot was sealed and re-lined.

Power to the new sign was completed and Carole 
worked with Sargent’s to landscape the new and old 
signs.

Thanks to committee members for their efforts.

Clerk of Session Report
Dave Copeland

Looking back to 2024:

On October 31, 2024 we said goodbye to our 
Bridge Pastor, Pastor Carla Nelson

With much sadness we lost several members 
and dear friends. Dick and Nancy Massaro, 
Ron Murray, Connie Holst and Frank Jones. 

We welcomed Jennifer Taylor to CPC as our 
new Choir and Handbell Director. Jennifer has 
been a blessing to us.

We continue to be blessed by the outstand-
ing work of our incomparable Administrative 
Secretary Stephanie Pasch, and our incredibly 
reliable custodian Nancy Sanford.

ELDERS
Class of 2024 (& 2026)	 Class of 2025	
Amanda Ross	  	 Sue Chipman
Sherrie Wilson                   Ivy Pillers 	
Lyal Powell                         Aaron Simms 

DEACONS
Class of 2024
Dave Copeland, Aaron Simms

Class of 2025    
Louis Bouchard, Mary Meyer   		

Class of 2026
Peggy McCarty,  Margaret Petersen   

Class of 2027
Carole Kinion Copeland, Dave Copeland

Thank you everyone for your hard work 
and dedication to Community Presbyterian 
Church.



Landscape and Garden Maintenance
(A subcommittee of Building & Grounds)

Carole Kinion Copeland
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The following refers to the cost and care of the gardens and landscape maintenance of CPC. It in-
cludes the care of the Garden of Life, the landscape shrubs and trees, and the weed control of church 
gardens, paths and foundation plantings including the preschool playground area. It does not include 
lawn mowing.
 
Budget:
$1,500.00 was budgeted and $2390.02 was spent for the 2024 landscape maintenance and projects. 
Purchases included new landscape installation, plant material, mulch, herbicide, and fertilizer. There 
were multiple trips to the brush dump. Special projects were the landscaping for the new sign, old 
sign boulder installation and playground mulch refreshing. 
 
Volunteer hours:
This past season there were 63.5 hours volunteered- surprisingly the same amount as last year.  
Thank you to the folks who volunteered in the gardens including the Labranza congregation helping 
during Spring Fling. 
 
Landscaping Projects:
Landscaping was completed around the new sign. A boulder wall was constructed, perennials and 
daffodil bulbs were planted. Boulders were moved from one area of the church property to the base 
of our old sign along 55th street. Daffodils were planted and the area is prepared for the addition of 
more plant material this year. Another project that was completed was the refreshing of the mulch in 
the playground.

 
Outreach- Community Gardens and Beehives:
The Village Agricultural Cooperative continues to manage the community gardens. The honeybees 
from Sweet Local Honey Co. continue to prosper and more hives were added. 
 
Future needs: 
This year plant material will be added to the area under the old 55th street (Fairway Place) sign with 
a focus on colorful, pollinator friendly plants. There are approximately 9 large trees on the church 
property that are failing or are dead. These will be assessed for possible removal. Continued care and 
maintenance is necessary to maintaining the desired look of the gardens and landscape. 
 
Memorial Donations:
Thank you to those who contributed to the garden fund in honor of past members Margaret Nelson 
and Ron Murray. Funds were applied to the landscape expenses for the new sign. 
  
I wish to thank all who donate time and money for the church gardens. Also, thank you to my son 
Ben for his assistance. Without your help the gardens at CPC would not look as nice as they do!



Christian Education Committee
Sue Chipman, Chairperson
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Book Discussion Group
(A subcommittee of Christian Education)

Carol Jones

Committee Members: Amanda Ross and Sue Chipman
This year was another one of transition. Pastor Carla was with us through October.  Throughout 
the year Christian Ed supported events at Gage East with the Mission Committee and others. There 
are two prayer groups that meet regularly - a monthly Monday morning prayer group and a weekly 
Wednesday morning prayer group. The Book Group continued to meet the third Sunday of most 
months.

January – Lab Girl by Hope Jahren
February – A Slave in the White House by Elizabeth Dowling Taylor
March – A Big Finish by Brooke Fossey
April- Anxious People – by Fredrik Backman
May – The Summer of Ordinary Ways – by Nicole Lea Helget
September – Go Set a Watchman – by Harper Lee
October – Lilac Girls – by Martha Hall Kelly
November - The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer
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Mission Committee
Sherrie Wilson, Chairperson

Nominating Committee
Amanda Ross, Chairperson 

Members: Jennifer Hall, Mark Neville, 
Ivy Pillers, Mary Alice Richardson
 
Community Presbyterian Church volun-
teers at and contributes to local, national 
and international charities. One of the 
major projects for 2024 was the donation 
of $10,000 to the Reading Center, which 
helps students with dyslexia and related 
issues. Half of the donation came from 
the Margaret Nelson fund and half from 
CPC mission funds.

At Christmas time, the church collected 
gift cards for families at Gage East, an 
organization that provides housing for 
homeless families and young adults.

Toward the end of 2024, the Mission 
Committee distributed funds this way: 
$300 for the Women’s Shelter and Sup-
port Center, $1,000 for the World Cen-
tral Kitchen, and $1,000 for Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance. The committee 
decided to reserve $500 from the 2024 
budget for Gage East.

The congregation also assisted with serv-
ing the Dec. 4 holiday dinner at Gage 
East and helped with a Halloween party 
and summer picnic.

CPC contributes to larger Presbyterian 
Church mission projects: One Great 
Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Peace and 
Global Witness, and Christmas Joy. 
These were approved by the session.
 

Members of Committee: Sue Chipman (elder and at 
large) Dave Copeland, Jane Burgstaler.

The committee met several times this year and formu-
lated the following list of candidates for positions to 
be filled.  In November the Candidates were presented 
and voted on by the congregation to start their terms in 
2025. 

Current Serving Members and Positions - 
The Session is the governing board of the church. It con-
sists of six elders. Much of the business of the church is 
conducted by committees. Each elder chairs one of the 
committees.

Class of 2026		  Class of 2025	
Amanda Ross	  	 Sue Chipman
Sherrie Wilson                   Ivy Pillers 	
Lyal Powell                         Aaron Simms 

The Board of Deacons is responsible for ministering to all 
those who are in need, to the sick, to the friendless, and to 
all those who may be in distress.

Class of 2025    
Louis Bouchard, Mary Meyer   		

Class of 2026
Peggy McCarty,  Margaret Petersen   

Class of 2027
Carole Kinion Copeland,  Dave Copeland

Clerk of Session (non-voting) for term 2025 - Dave 
Copeland

Nominating Committee at large members for 2025
Mary Meyer, Jane Burgstaler, Mary Alice Richardson

Financial Secretary for 2024 – appointed by Session 
Mark Pillers 

Treasurer for 2024 - elected by Session Joanne Powell

Nominating Committee Deacon Rep - Peggy McCarty
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Personnel Committee
Amanda Ross, Chairperson

Worship and Music
Ivy Pillers, Chairperson

Members: 	 Jane Burgstaler, Ronda Marshall, 	
		  Mary Alice Richardson, 
		  Sherrie Wilson
		  and Dave Copeland. 

The Personnel Committee believes our staff 
members are invaluable assets to our con-
gregation. Stephanie Pasch as administrative 
assistant has been amazing at keeping all our 
ducks in a row and handles all office duties. 
Nancy Sanford as custodian is a behind the 
scenes worker that really makes us look good. 
Jennifer, our Music Director, is bringing the 
handbells back on a regular basis and the 
choir is in full tune.  We continue to be bless-
ed with these hard working individuals that 
all help to make CPC the wonderful place it is 
and keep it running so smoothly.  

Looking ahead to 2025 we will continue to 
search for a pianist to serve our congrega-
tion.  The ad is posted and we are seeking 
applicants.  We will also continue to support 
our Session as they work to lead us towards 
our next pastor.  The Session has been hard at 
work to fill our pastor position in a way that 
we can support and maintain into the future.  
Please reach out to any of the personnel mem-
bers if you have any staff questions.

  

Committee Members: Ivy Pillers, Bruce Felger, 
Mark Neville, Carol Jones, Jennifer Taylor

We continue with online and onsite services on 
Sundays with special services held this past year on 
Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Christmas 
Eve. Our services were led by Carla Nelson and 
by a separate pastor on communion Sundays. In 
November we transitioned to having pulpit supply 
when Pastor Nelson resigned. Outdoor services 
were held monthly from June to September with 
Brass Etc featured in the final outdoor service. Spe-
cial services in the fall included Veterans Sunday 
and All Saints Sunday.  The Sunday after Christ-
mas featured images shared by congregation that 
reminded them of words focused on during the 
Advent season.  This slide show is available on our 
website.

We were fortunate to hire Jennifer Taylor as Music 
Director for both the vocal and bell choirs in ear-
ly 2024 and these choirs have graced our services 
multiple times since then. A special musical focus 
service was held on Thankoffering Sunday (the 
Sunday before Thanksgiving) with both choirs. In 
addition, we had guest musicians but also enjoyed 
hearing Jennifer play. Glenna Muir was our pianist 
for most of the year. 

Several themes were selected for our worship focus 
this year including “Wandering Heart: Figuring out 
Faith with Peter” from Sanctified Art during Lent, 
“When Did We See You?” during the summer, and 
“Words for the Beginning” during Advent. We have 
had several services with volunteer readers of the 
message. 

New options for services and enhancing our wor-
ship will be explored in the upcoming year. 
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Presbyterian Women
Mary Alice Richardson 

Deacons
Peggy McCarty, Chair

Class of 2024 - 	 Dave Copeland 
			   and Aaron Simms
Class of 2025 - 	 Louis Bouchard 
			   (and Ron Murray)
Class of 2026 - 	 Peggy McCarty 
			   and Margie Petersen

The deacons duties include:
	• Preparing and serving communion each first 

Sunday of the month
	• Visiting members as needed/requested by the 

pastor or member.  Since we have no pastor 
for 2025, the deacons will visit and take com-
munion to the shut-ins as needed.

	• This year, we set up for 20-30 persons for 
communion each first Sunday.  There were 
several visitations and cards sent.

	• We served at Ron Murray’s memorial service 
in July.

Peggy McCarty, Ivy Pillers and Mary Alice Rich-
ardson hosted a progressive dinner in October 
and a Thanksgiving luncheon in November.  
They have agreed to host fellowship events quar-
terly in 2025.

The board generally meets quarterly or as need-
ed, either in person or by email.

This past year, PW “met” in different ways. In 
the spring, we finished the 2023-2024 Horizons 
Bible Study Sacred Encounters which was well 
led by Judy Robb. She stretched our minds and 
led us to new insights into the power and pres-
ence of Jesus Christ in Luke and Acts. In the fall, 
we began the 2024-2025 Horizons Bible Study 
Let Justice Roll Down with individuals leading in 
God’s Call to Care for Neighbors and All Cre-
ation which brings in environmental and justice 
issues that are extremely important to everyone. 

Another way we met was the monthly Prayer 
Group ably led by Sue Chipman. We meet on the 
3rd Monday morning of each month and bring 
many concerns for the congregation, church, 
and many other matters to our prayers. Please 
join us if you are able.

We took a different approach to the November 
Thankoffering Service and had the service en-
riched by the Jubellation Handbell Choir and a 
musical sermon let by the choir and Ivy Pillers, 
as well as our wonderful music director Jennifer 
Taylor. The Thankoffering of $????will be do-
nated Presbyterian Women Mission programs. 
Thanks to everyone for donating to the Thankof-
fering in 2024.

We ended the year with a Christmas lunch ca-
tered by Novios. Everyone enjoyed the delicious 
lunch and being together.
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Finance & Stewardship
Aaron Simms, Chairperson

Committee members: Aaron Simms, Financial Chair; Mark Pillers, Financial Secretary; 
Joanne Powell, Financial Treasurer 

Year in review:
•	 There was minimal rental and utility income from CPNS due to the end of their lease.
•	 Additional rental income was up with the help of our new renters.
•	 We thank everyone who supports our finances through your prayerful offerings!

General Operating Fund Stewardship Drive Summary
  2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Pledging Units 23 23 25 27 24 25

Total Dollars Pledged
$91,940.00 $101,570.00 $107,300.00 $114,470.00 $92,800.00 $92,510.00

Average Pledge $3,997.39 $4,416.09 $4,292.00 $4,240.00 $3867.00 $3700.00

Mission Pledge $5240.00 $5690.00 $4200.00 $4140.00

Special Offerings for 2024
One Great Hour of Sharing  	 $1295.00
Peacemaking		   	 $ 360.00
Pentecost			    	 $500.00

Thank Offering 			   $520.00
Christmas Joy 			   $665.00

Pledged + Non-Pledged Giving
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Thank you! 
For your leadership as a Deacon!

Aaron Simms
Dave Copeland

For your leadership as a Ruling Elder!
Amanda Ross, Sherrie Wilson and Lyal Powell

Community Presbyterian Church
3705 Fairway Place NW, Rochester, MN 55901

507-280-9291   www.cpcrochester.org

Our mission is to be an open-hearted, 
open-minded Christian community sharing a ministry of 

faith, hope, and love. 

In Remembrance:
Ronald (Ron) Murray

October 14, 1043 – May 26, 2024

Frank Jones
March 18, 1940 – November 23, 2024

Connie Holst
Passed on January 7, 2025

Nancy Massaro
1936- March 7, 2024

Richard (Dick) Massaro
1933- November 16, 2024

Robert (Bob) Hoxie
June 30, 1952 – September 10, 2024

Believing they are still one with us, glorifying and fully enjoying God forever.

“If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; 
so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.”

Romans 14:8


