
October 5, 2025

Welcome to worship this morning! 
Bulletin Cues:  Bold indicates congregational response, * indicates please stand, if able



WELCOME AND  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE		
	

*CALL TO WORSHIP	
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me,

Bless God’s Holy Name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and do not forget God’s benefits,
who forgives all our iniquity, who heals all our diseases,

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
who redeems our life, who crowns us with steadfast love and mercy.

Bless the Lord, O my soul,
who satisfies us with good 
as long as we live so that our youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
Bless the Lord.

*OPENING PRAYER 	 Based on Psalm 150
Gracious God, with grateful hearts we gather to bring you praise. May your praises fill the 
whole earth. We are thankful for your mighty works, and for the tender care you give us.
We praise you with our voices, our bodies, our instruments, ourselves. We join all of 
creation to give you praise. In the name of your Son, our Lord, Amen.

*OPENING HYMN GTG 39 		 Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;

there is no shadow of turning with thee.
Thou changest not; thy compassions they fail not.

As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness!
Great is thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning, new mercies I see.
All I have needed thy hand hath provided.

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

2 Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above

join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain]



3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow:
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain]

	

CONFESSION AND PARDON
Jesus calls us to enter the joy of discipleship, the joy of following in his way. But sin 
clings closely, and we struggle to respond fully to Christ’s invitation. Let us seek God’s 
forgiveness so that we may know more deeply the joy God intends.

As we come today to your great table, O God, we realize how small we have made 
our own. Our vision of your grace is too narrow. Our awareness of your mercy is 
too limited. Our understanding of your  kingdom always falls short. We fail to 
measure up to the people you have called us to be. Hear our prayers and forgive our 
shortcomings. Raise our eyes, lift our hearts, and inflate our spirits, 
so that we may live joyfully and abundantly in the manner of Jesus. Amen.

Relentlessly God seeks us out. With abundant grace and boundless mercy, across time and 
space and through the generations, God seeks us out. This is good news!

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Gracious God, illumine these words by your Spirit that we might hear what you would 
have us hear and be who you would us be, for the sake of Jesus Christ, the Word made 
flesh. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING 		  Lamentations 1:1-6, 3:19-26
How lonely sits the city that once was full of people!
How like a widow she has become, she that was great among the nations!
She that was a princess among the provinces has become subject to forced labor.

She weeps bitterly in the night, with tears on her cheeks;
among all her lovers, she has no one to comfort her;
all her friends have dealt treacherously with her; they have become her enemies.

Judah has gone into exile with suffering and hard servitude;
she lives now among the nations; she finds no resting place;
her pursuers have all overtaken her in the midst of her distress.



The roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to the festivals;
all her gates are desolate; her priests groan;
her young girls grieve, and her lot is bitter.

Her foes have become the masters; her enemies prosper
because the Lord has made her suffer for the multitude of her transgressions;
her children have gone away, captives before the foe.

From daughter Zion has departed all her majesty.
Her princes have become like stags that find no pasture;
they fled without strength before the pursuer...

The thought of my affliction and my homelessness is wormwood and gall!
My soul continually thinks of it and is bowed down within me.
But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”

The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him.
It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.

SPECIAL MUSIC		    Jesu, Son of God Most Holy	 CPC Choir
Music by Jane foster Knox and Words by Mark Wilson

Jesu, Son of God most holy, 
King of Glory, Love Divine;
Jesu, feed us with your spirit 

in the broken bread and wine.

Here is your table, spread with joy;
Feast of the Holy One.

Pleading for pardon, seeking your mercy,
Knowing our sin, we come.

Jesu, Son of God most holy,
King of Glory, Love Divine;
Jesu, feed us with your spirit 

in the broken bread and wine.



“Here is my body, broken for you;
Take it, remembr’ring me.

Here is my blood, the cup of salvation,
Flowing forever free.”

Jesu, send us from your table to the duties that we share,
Gladly serving you and others,

Unafraid to love and dare,
Unafraid to love and dare.

	

SCRIPTURE READING		  2 Timothy 1:1-14
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that is 
in Christ Jesus,

To Timothy, my beloved child:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—
when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling your tears, I long 
to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that 
lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in 
you. For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within you through 
the laying on of my hands, for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit 
of power and of love and of self-discipline.

Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but 
join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, who saved us and called 
us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and 
grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, but it has now 
been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. For this gospel I was appointed 
a herald and an apostle and a teacher, and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not 
ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able 
to guard until that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. Hold to the standard of sound 
teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. Guard 
the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.



GOSPEL READING			   Luke 17:5-10
The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” The Lord replied, “If you had faith the 
size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in 
the sea,’ and it would obey you.

“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending 
sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? Would you not 
rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve me while I eat 
and drink; later you may eat and drink’? Do you thank the slave for doing what was 
commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We 
are worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ”

These words are trustworthy and true. Thanks be to God.

SERMON			   Rev. Christopher Miller
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE

INVITATION TO OFFERING	
All things in heaven and earth belong to God, who is coming in glory to reveal a new 
creation. Let us offer our lives to the Lord.

An offering plate is placed near the door to the church to receive your offerings and is 
available before, during the hymn of the day and shortly following the service. 

*HYMN OF THE DAY GTG 838 	 Standing on the Promises of God	
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
We give you thanks and praise, O God, for you have chosen the poverty of the world
to make your people rich in faith. Help us to put our faith into practice through the 
offering of our lives— giving food to the hungry, clothes to the naked, and shelter to the 
poor; all for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, your Word made flesh.  Amen. 

JOYS AND CONCERNS/PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Trusting in the power of God to deliver us,
let us make our prayers of intercession for all,
saying: God our Savior, hear our prayer... 

Merciful and mighty God, as you are one,
make us one with you through Jesus Christ,
whom you have sent to redeem us,
and in whose holy name we pray. Amen.

LITURGY FOR WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
People will come from east and west and north and south to sit at table in the Kingdom of 
God.  They will come with hope and they will come with doubts. They will come with faith 
and they will come with fears. They will come with love and they will come with regrets. 
They will come from all over. They will come across all sorts of barriers and boundaries. 
They will come. They will all come for God longs for it to be so.

Joining God’s people across the globe and joining the saints of every time
and place, we come to this table today. Everyone is welcome. God longs
for it to be so. God longs to feed with us – all of us – with the bread of life
and the cup of salvation.

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O God our Creator...
So now, joined with the global chorus of our siblings in Christ around the world, we 
glorify you and pray for the day when the earth will be filled with the knowledge of you
as waters upon the face of the sea.



SANCTUS GTG 572			   Holy, Holy, Holy
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THE LORD’S PRAYER	
Our Father and Mother in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and let us not be led into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

THE BREAD AND CUP ARE SHARED
For communion, gluten free bread and grape juice are served for all who partake.
Please take and eat the bread as it is served, and then as a sign of unity, hold the cup
until all are served so that we might partake together.

HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION GTG 829	 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Nourishing God, thank you for inviting us to your table where all are welcome, and for 
feeding us with the bread of life and the cup of blessing. As you have filled our lives with 
love and hope, may we be a source of your love and hope for those who hunger for your 
good news. Amen.



SENDING INTO THE WORLD TO LOVE AND SERVE

*CLOSING HYMN GTG 539		 We Will Go Out with Joy
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*BLESSING AND CHARGE
Let us go from this place trusting that God is with us and for us in every place.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus, the love of God, and the companionship
of the Holy Spirit be with you and abide with you this day and forevermore. 

Amen. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE			 

© Presbyterian Outlook, 2025
Parts of Liturgy written by John Wurster and Keatan King

and provided for free distribution.



Church Staff

 Music Director	 Jennifer Taylor
 Pianist	 Tianyao Xie
 Custodian	 Nancy Sanford
 Office Manager	  Stephanie Pasch

Serving in Worship Today

Guest Preacher  Rev. Christopher Miller
 Liturgist	 Sue Chipman
 Special Music	 CPC Choir
 IT Support	 Louis Bouchard 

& Bruce Felger

To be added to the prayer list,  please con-
tact the office: 507-280-9291 or via email: 

office@cpcrochester.org. 

Judy Leal
Jane and Ed Burgstaler family, 
   especially daughters Jenny & Elissa
Nellie Brovold’s mother, Jacqueline
Jennifer Hall and Sage Hall
Amy Ward and family
Sherrie Wilson
Vera Atkinson

Sunday,  October 5 Peace and Global Witness
          Offering/ World Communion Sunday
9:30 am 	 Worship with Communion -
	  Onsite and Online 
2:30 pm	 Great Room Use: Labranza de Dios

Monday, October 6
6:00 pm	 Great Room Use: Med City Tai Chi

Tuesday,  October 7
9:30 am	 PW Bible Study
12:00 pm	 Bulletin Items Due
7:00 pm	 Great Room Use: Mission Aid Net.

Wednesday, October 8
9:00 am	 Prayer Group
6:30 pm	 CPC Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 pm	 Jubellation Handbell Rehearsal

Thursday, October 9
5:30 pm	 Great Room Use: Labranza de Dios

Friday, October 10
6:30 pm	 Library, Great Room Use: 
	 SE MN ASD Social Group

Sunday,  October 12
9:30 am 	 Worship - Onsite and Online 
2:30 pm	 Great Room Use: Labranza de Dios


