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open h arted open minded

Do not be afraid; for
see—| am bringing you
good news of great joy
for all the people.

Luke 2:10

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2025

Welcome to worship this evening!
Bulletin Cues: Bold indicates congregational response, * indicates please stand, if able
An offering plate is placed near the door to the church to receive your offerings. It is
available before worship, during the hymn of the day and shortly following the service.



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE What Child Is This/ Coventry Carol Jennifer Taylor
Arranged by Karen Smith and David Snyder

CALL TO WORSHIP
Sing a new song to God, all the earth!
The oceans roar, the forests sing for joy.
For God has shattered the yoke and tossed the boots of the oppressor into the fire.
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among all people of goodwill!
Do not be afraid, for good news thrills creation:
Today our liberator has been born!

OPENING HYMN GTG 133 O Come All Ye Faithful

O come, all ye faithful, 2 True God from true God,

joyful and triumphant; Light from light eternal,

O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! born of a virgin, a mortal he comes;
Come, and behold him, very God, begotten, not created!

born the King of angels! [Refrain]

Refrain: 3 Sing, choirs of angels;

O come, let us adore him; sing in exultation;

O come, let us adore him; sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!

O come, let us adore him, Glory to God, all glory in the highest!
Christ, the Lord! [Refrain]

CANDLE LIGHTING

We have watched; we have waited

in hope. Light the first candle.
for peace. Light the second candle.
in joy! Light the third candle.
with love. Light the fourth candle.
Now our redemption draws near! The Christ candle is lit.

Hear the Word of the Lord from Isaiah 9:2-7:
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.



You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us, a son is given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Glory to God in the highest!
Alleluia! Amen!

SPECIAL MUSIC Come, Emmanuel CPC Choir
Words by Don Besig and Nancy Price, Music by Don Besig

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 1: 26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said
to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for

her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said,
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel
departed from her.



HYMN GTG 113 Angels We Have Heard On High

Angels we have heard on high, 2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?
sweetly singing oer the plains, Why your joyous strains prolong?
and the mountains in reply What the gladsome tidings be
echoing their joyous strains. which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!
SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2: 1-7

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went
to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place in the guest room.

SPECIAL MUSIC Away in a Manger CPC Choir
Arr. Susan T. Nelson

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2: 8-16

Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the
manger.

CHRISTMAS MEDITATION The Shepherds Said Yes Rev. Tim Gerarden



HYMN GTG 118

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks By Night
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SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2:15-20

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child;
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all
these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

SPECIAL MUSIC Do You Hear What I Hear? CPC Choir
Words and music by Noel Regney and Gloria Shayne, Arranged by Harry Simeone

SCRIPTURE READING John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

HYMN GTG 136 Go Tell It On the Mountain

Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!



1 While shepherds kept their watching
oer silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. [Refrain]

2 The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo! above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior’s birth. [Refrain]

3 Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain]

INVITATION TO OFFERING
With gratitude for God’s faithfulness and with thanksgiving for all that we have received, let
us bring our gifts to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC Cantique de Noel Mark Neville
by Adolphe Adam, edited by Carl Deis

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
For gifts abundant and for grace abounding, we give you thanks, generous God. Bless the
gifts we bring today. Use these gifts and our lives to be your gift of grace to others. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Remember God’s message: Do not be afraid! Therefore we pray with hope and joy.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer...

We ask these things with joy, O God, confident in the knowledge of your goodness;
and we ask these things with hope, knowing that our redeemer is here— for to us is born a
Savior, the Messiah, the Lord, Jesus Christ, in whose holy name we pray. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



*PASSING OF THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
Silent Night

CLOSING HYMN GTG 122

Silent night, holy night!

All is calm, all is bright

’round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,

sleep in heavenly peace.

2 Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar,
heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia:
Christ the Savior is born;

Christ the Savior is born!”

3 Silent night, holy night!

Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

4 Silent night, holy night!
Wondrous star, lend thy light;
with the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King:

Christ the Savior is born;
Christ the Savior is born.

Following the hymn, please extinguish your candle.
After a brief meditation, please go in peace and have a Merry Christmas!
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Judy Leal

Jane and Ed Burgstaler family,
especially daughters Jenny & Elissa

Nellie Brovold’s mother, Jacqueline

Jennifer Hall and Sage Hall

Amy Ward and family

Sherrie Wilson

Vera Atkinson

Bill Marshall’s Dad

To be added to the prayer list, please
contact the office: 507-280-9291 or via
email: office@cpcrochester.org.

Holiday Office Hours:
Office Open Tuesday, December 30, 9-noon.
Normal Office Days/Hours
resume the week of January 4.

Serving in Worship Today
Guest Preacher Rev. Tim Gerarden

Readers Mark Neville, Devan Nelson,
Danan Nelson, Dave Copeland,

and Sue Chipman

Candle Lighters The Ross Family
Special Music Mark Neville, CPC Choir
IT Support Bruce Felger

Church Staft

Music Director Jennifer Taylor
Pianist Tianyao Xie
Custodian Nancy Sanford
Office Manager Stephanie Pasch




