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open h arted open minded

The light shines in the
darkness, and the
darkness did not
overcome it.

John 1.5

Sunday, January 4, 2026

Welcome to worship this morning!
Bulletin Cues: Bold indicates congregational response, * indicates please stand, if able
An offering plate is placed near the door to the church to receive your offerings. It is
available before worship, during the hymn of the day and shortly following the service.




WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP
Before the foundation of the world,
God destined us for love.

Through Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh,
God adopted us into her own family.

From the farthest edges of the earth,
God shepherds their family home.

OPENING HYMN GTG 137 He Came Down
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Additional stanzas:

... that we may have light
... that we may have peace
... that we may have joy

CONFESSION AND PARDON

Who is worthy to stand before God? None but Christ alone. The Son of God came in the
flesh of a human body to live among us. It is Christ who redeems us, gathering our tears
and our fears, redeeming each and every one. With this confidence let us confess our sin
before God and one another.

Gather us,

your children who run and hide,
ashamed, afraid, apathetic.

We trade your goodness for ashes.

We trade your peace for control.

We trade your promise for certainty.
Gather us to you

and return us to your abundant mercy;
may it flow over us,

renewing our weary souls.

The light of all life and the breath of all creation claims you, calling you “good” from the
very beginning, very good. Believe the good news: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.



LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
O God, through your mighty acts we receive grace upon grace. From your fullness, feed us
with your life-giving Word, that our lives, like bread, may feed a hungry world. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING Jeremiah 31:7-14
For thus says the Lord:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel”
See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north

and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,

those with child and those in labor together;

a great company, they shall return here.
With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back;
I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path where they shall not stumble,
for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock”
For the Lord has ransomed Jacob and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,

and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,

and the young men and the old shall be merry.
I will turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow.
I will give the priests their fill of fatness,

and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.

RESPONSIVE READING Psalm 147:12-20
Extol the Lord, O Jerusalem!
Praise your God, O Zion!
For he strengthens the bars of your gates;
he blesses your children within you.
He grants peace within your borders;
he fills you with the finest of wheat.



He sends out his command to the earth;
his word runs swiftly.
He gives snow like wool; he scatters frost like ashes.
He hurls down hail like crumbs— who can stand before his cold?
He sends out his word and melts them;
he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow.
He declares his word to Jacob,
his statutes and ordinances to Israel.
He has not dealt thus with any other nation;
they do not know his ordinances. Praise the Lord!

GOSPEL READING John 1: 1-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came
to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he
of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me. ”)
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is the only
Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The mystery of the ages revealed to the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON God Says Yes Rev. Jan Wiersma



RESPONDING TO GOD’S GRACE

*HYMN OF THE DAY GTG 129

Lo, How a Rose Eer Blooming
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INVITATION TO OFFERING

Rejoicing in the birth of Christ our Savior, we give to God what we first received from
God, the gifts of our lives.

DOXOLOGY GTG 144 In the Bleak Midwinter verse 4
What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
if I were a wise man, I would do my part;
yet what I can I give him: give my heart.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
God of every good gift, We offer what we have back to you, knowing that your son is the

greatest gift we will ever receive. Grant us glad and generous hearts, ever and always,
Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE / JOYS AND CONCERNS
In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, let us pray for the life of the world,
saying: O Christ, our light, hear our prayer...

Lord Jesus Christ, hope of the world, help us to bear witness to your light so that all may
believe and have life in you; in your holy name we pray. Amen.

CELEBRATION OF COMMUNION WITH ALL GOD’S SAINTS

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
God is with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to the Holy One, our God.
It is good and beautiful to give God our praise.



Blessed are you, O Lord our God:
Like a shepherd, you gather us up;
you fill us with the finest wheat
and turn our sorrow into joy.

Therefore we praise you, joining the song
of the universal church and the heavenly choir:

SANCTUS GTG 572 Holy, Holy, Holy
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Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est

Blessed is Jesus Christ, our Savior: Through Christ all things came into being; he is the
light that darkness cannot overcome, your Word made flesh, full of grace and truth.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION/BREAKING OF THE BREAD
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THE LORD’S PRAYER Celtic Version, https://www.earthandsoul.org/prayers
Holy One beyond all names, Eternal Wellspring
May love rise again in us today
With food for every table, shelter for every family
And reverence for every life.
Forgive us our failings in love and free us from all falseness
That the light of our souls may shine and the strength of our spirits endure
For Earth and all its people this day, tonight, and forever.
Amen

THE BREAD AND CUP ARE SHARED

For communion, gluten free bread and grape juice are served for all who partake.
Please take and eat the bread as it is served, and then as a sign of unity, hold the cup
until all are served so that we might partake together.

HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION GTG 497 Bread of Life from Heaven refrain
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Christ Jesus, You have fed us with love incarnate, and we are utterly changed. Send us
forth from this meal to be forces for change in this world, as we find the YES within each
of us, Amen.


https://www.earthandsoul.org/prayers 

SENDING INTO THE WORLD TO LOVE AND SERVE

*CLOSING HYMN GTG 20 All Things Bright and Beautiful
Retrain
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2 The pur-ple-head-ed moun-tain, the riv - er run-ning by,

3 The coldwind in the win-ter, the pleas-ant sum-mer sun,
4 God gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell
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might -y, who has made all things well.
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*BLESSING AND CHARGE
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

Go out with the joy and promise of Christmas.

Know that we are not alone in this world.

Jesus, Emmanuel, God is with us, goes with us.
Thanks be to God! Amen.

POSTLUDE

The Annual Meeting will take place on Sunday,

January 25, following worship. It is a great time to n N N U ﬂ L
look back at the year that’s been and to look for-

ward to exciting opportunities in the future! We

will remember members that have passed on and

we will thank leadership for a job well done. '

All members and friends are welcome and invited m m m W m

to attend!

Items for the Annual Report are due on Sunday, January 11th, but the are welcome any-
time before that. If you have 2025 pictures that you would like to be considered for the
collage on the report cover, please email them to the office.

BOOK DIS[]USSIUN -
GROUP

In January, the Book Discussion Group will read Tommy
Orange's acclaimed debut novel, There, There, about urban
Native American lives converging at a powwow in Oakland,
exploring identity, history, and trauma through 12 intercon-
nected characters, a story blending fiction and factual Indig-
enous history, earning praise for its unique perspective and
poignant portrayal of modern Native American experiences.

The group will meet on Sunday, January 18th, following worship.
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open h arted open minded

Judy Leal

' Jane and Ed Burgstaler family,

Sunday, January 4

9:30 am  Worship with Communion-
Onsite and Online

2:30 pm  Great Room Use: Labranza de Dios

Tuesday, January 6
9:00 am  Bulletin Items Due
7:00 pm  Great Room Use: Mission Aid Net.

Wednesday, January 7

8:00 am  Prayer Group

6:30 pm  CPC Choir Rehearsal

7:30 pm  NO Jubellation Handbell Rehearsal

Thursday, January 8
5:30 pm  Great Room Use: Labranza de Dios
6:30 pm  Worship & Music Meeting

Friday, January 9
6:30 pm  Library, Great Room Use:
SE MN ASD Social Group

Sunday, January 11

Annual Report Items Due

9:30 am  Worship -Onsite and Online

2:30 pm  Great Room Use: Labranza de Dios

especially daughters Jenny & Elissa
Nellie Brovold’s mother, Jacqueline
Jennifer Hall and Sage Hall
Amy Ward and family
Sherrie Wilson
Vera Atkinson
The Marshall Family

To be added to the prayer list, please
contact the office: 507-280-9291 or via
email: office@cpcrochester.org.

Serving in Worship Today
Guest Preacher Rev. Jan Wiersma

Liturgist Amanda Ross
IT Support Louis Bouchard

& Bruce Felger

Church Staft

Music Director Jennifer Taylor
Pianist Tianyao Xie
Custodian Nancy Sanford
Office Manager Stephanie Pasch




