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Annual Meeting of the Congregation January 25, 2026
Rev. Susan Li, Moderator 

Agenda

Declaration of a Quorum	 Clerk of Session

Opening Prayer	 Rev. Susan Li

CPC Mission Statement: 	Our Mission is to be an open-hearted, open-minded Christian community
				    sharing a ministry of faith, hope, and love.

Approval of Agenda

Approval of Minutes of 2024 Congregational Annual Meeting: January 26, 2025

Clerk of Session Report 	 Dave Copeland

Standing Committee Reports 	 Session members

Report on 2025 Finances 	

Presentation of 2026 Budget 	

Looking Back with Remembrance and Thanksgiving

Looking Forward with our Hopes, Dreams and Expectations	

Motion to Adjourn

Closing Prayer 	 Rev. Susan Li
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Community Presbyterian Church 
Annual Meeting of the Congregation January 26, 2025

Rev. Doug Walters, Moderator 
Minutes

Declaration of a Quorum						      Dave Copeland, Clerk of Session
A quorum was declared with 16 enrolled members present, and two members online.

Opening Prayer										           Rev. Doug Walters
Pastor Doug led the congregation in an opening prayer.

CPC Mission Statement: 	 Our Mission is to be an open-hearted, open-minded
Christian community sharing a ministry of faith, hope, and love.

Approval of Agenda
Mary Alice Richardson moved to approve the agenda, and Sue Chipman seconded the motion. The 
motion passed and the agenda was approved.

Approval of Minutes of 2024 Congregational Annual Meeting: January 28, 2024
Mark Neville moved to approve the minutes, and Mary Alice Richardson seconded the motion. The 
motion was approved to accept the minutes as presented.

Clerk of Session Report 									               Dave Copeland
Dave Copeland presented the Session Report and Statistical Report.

Standing Committee Reports 	 							        Session members

Lyal Powell presented the report for Buildings and Grounds Committee. Two main items: completion 
of the new church sign, and the potential new tenant day care.

Carole Kinion Copeland presented the report of the landscaping and garden maintenance. 

Sue Chipman presented the report of the Christian Ed Committee. Mark Neville suggested there may 
be an opportunity with Gage East to provide some Christian Education. 

Sherrie Wilson presented the report of the Missions Committee. Highlights included the gifts received 
from the estate of Margaret Nelson that went towards the reading center, and the continued collaboration 
with Gage East neighborhood. 

Amanda Ross presented the report of the Nominating Committee. The Nominating Committee 
successfully filled the slate of positions. Dave Copeland asked a question about how a Pastor Nominating 
Committee is stood up and approved.
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Annual Meeting Minutes Continued

Amanda Ross presented the report of the Personnel Committee.

Ivy Pillers presented the report of the Worship and Music Committee. 

Mark Pillers presented the report of the Finance and Stewardship Committee. 

Deacons
Louis Bouchard presented the Deacons report on behalf of the Deacons. 

Presbytery Women
Mary Alice Richardson presented the report of the Presbyterian Women. 

Report on 2024 Finances 	 							                    Mark Pillers

Presentation of 2025 Budget
Joanne Powell presented the 2025 budget. Correction on line 537, should be $6,000. If we can successfully 
lease to the new daycare, the budget that as presented reflects a $16,373.48 surplus. Ivy Pillers moved 
and Sue Chipman seconded a motion to accept the  budget as presented in the Report with the one 
adjustment on line 537. The motion passed.

Looking Back with Remembrance and Thanksgiving
The congregation reflected on the members and friends who we said goodbye to in 2024 as listed in 
remembrance.

Looking Forward with our Hopes, Dreams and Expectations - Ivy provided an update on the efforts 
with Plainview CPC on a shared pastor position.

Motion to Adjourn: Ivy Pillers moved to adjourn with prayer. Louis Bouchard seconded the motion. 
The motion passed.

Closing Prayer 										          Rev. Doug Walters



SESSION STATISTIC REPORT
Report Year 2025

Dave Copeland, Clerk of Session
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Active membership as of December 31, 2024:	  67
Gains for 2025:

Profession of Faith, Reaffirmation, and Restoration:     17 & under:	 0
	 18 & over:	 0

	 Certificate:	 0
	 All other gains:	 0   
	 Total gains:	     0
Losses of 2025:	  

Ralph Smith, friend of the church
and	  

Jeannette Hallbeck
Ann Hesley
Connie Holst                                    

                                      Certificate:                               0
	 Death:	 3
	 All other losses: 	   0
	 Total losses:	   3
	

Total active membership December 31, 2025	   64

Age distribution of active members:	
Under 25 years:  	 17
26 to 45 years:  	 13
46-55 years:  	   9
56-65 years:  	 11
66 years and over: 	 17

Average attendance at Sunday worship: 18 in person and 8 online	

Baptisms: 1  - Zoey Copeland, granddaughter of Dave and Carole Kinion Copeland	
Total Baptisms: 1

Active Church Officers: Elders: 6 (2 man & 4 women)	
	 Deacons: 5 (2 men & 3 women)	
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Clerk of Session Report
Dave Copeland

Looking back on 2025:

Session continues to be blessed by the leadership of Doug Walters who serves as Session Modera-
tor. Pastor Doug has also graciously allowed us to use several of his sermons this past year as several 
members have provided the Sunday message when we have not had a guest pastor.

We partnered with members of Plainview Community Presbyterian Church to form a joint Pastor 
Nominating Committee (PNC) as we seek a shared pastor position. Many thanks to Amanda Ross, 
Mark Neville, and Mary Alice Richardson who serve on this PNC.

With much sadness we lost a dear member of the church Jeannette Hallbeck.  

We welcomed Tianyao Xie to CPC as our new church accompanist. 

We continue to be blessed by the outstanding work of our incomparable Administrative Secretary 
Stephanie Pasch, our incredibly reliable custodian Nancy Sanford, and our faithful Music Director 
Jennifer Taylor.

ELDERS
Class of 2026		  Class of 2027        	
Amanda Ross	           	Mary Alice Richardson			 
Lyal Powell			   Dave Copeland

	 Peggy McCarty
				    Ronda Marshall

DEACONS
Class of 2026      		  Class of 2027
Open Position 		  Carole Kinion Copeland
Margaret Petersen   	 Stacy Kopecky

 	 Mary Meyer

Thank you everyone for your hard work and dedication to Community Presbyterian Church.

Respectfully submitted,

Dave Copeland
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Building and Grounds Committee
Lyal Powell, Chairperson

Another productive year for B&G

•	 With the help from RGI, our leasing broker, we were able to locate a high quality early learning 
group to lease our preschool space.  Previously they were a residential organization and have 
completed all approvals to upgrade their licensing to a commercial level.

•	 We had work do to make repairs requested by the renters as well as those required by 

•	 County / state inspectors.  All were completed on a tight schedule by B&G members.

•	 The new renters have proven to be an excellent organization to work with.

•	 We had another successful Spring Fling with our guest congregation Labranza de Dios participat-
ing.  All glass was cleaned inside and out.  All chairs in the sanctuary were spot cleaned and vacu-
umed. The kitchen was deep cleaned etc. Afterwards, we had a pizza lunch.

•	 Carole worked to remove about a dozen dead trees on the property as they presented a hazard.  
They were ground into mulch some of which was used on the property.

•	 Details of the balance of the landscape sub-committees efforts (of which there are many) 
are in her report.

•	 Gene found a new mowing and snow-plowing company to service our site and they have been 
doing an excellent job.

•	 Bill Marshall headed the effort to update our HVAC controls to new technology to provide better 
and more efficient control of our heating and cooling systems.  He installed 4 new wireless at-
tached thermostats that, as a bonus, can be controlled remotely.

•	 A failing AC unit was replaced by Tonna Mechanical.  Tonna also did maintenance and various 
repairs under our maintenance contract.

•	 We replaced our 25 year old commercial dishwasher to obviate issues with water not draining 
completely and concerns about the possibility of bacteria growth.

•	 Once again we hosted community garden plots

•	 Pest control by Bob the Bug Man

•	 General maintenance supported by the entire B&G team.  So grateful for their skills and efforts. 



Landscape and Garden Maintenance (A subcommittee of Building & Grounds)
Carole Kinion Copeland
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The following refers to the cost and care of the gardens and landscape maintenance of CPC. It in-
cludes the care of the Garden of Life, the landscape shrubs and trees, and the weed control of church 
gardens, paths and foundation plantings including the preschool playground area. It does not include 
lawn mowing.
 

Budget:
$2400 was budgeted and $7665.40 ($6495 was for tree removal) was spent for the 2025 landscape 
maintenance. Purchases included new plant material, mulch, herbicide, and fertilizer. There were 
multiple trips to the brush dump. Special projects were the planting of the 55th street sign and 
removal of 6 dead ash trees. 
 

Volunteer hours:
This past season there were 95.5 hours volunteered. Thank you to the folks who volunteered in the 
gardens including Ivy Pillers, Mark Pillers, Ed Burgstaler and Stacy Kopecky.
 

Landscaping Projects:
Perennials were added under the 55th street sign. Special focus was on colorful, pollinator friendly 
plants. Thank you to Judy Robb who donated many of these plants from her garden. Dead ash trees 
were removed from the west side of the church property. The sanctuary trees were root pruned, 
shaped up and repotted. 
 

Outreach- Community Gardens and Beehives:
The Village Agricultural Cooperative continues to manage the community gardens. Garden hose 
hangers were donated and installed. The Village incurred a $1,450 repair to the water lines. This was 
their expense. The honeybees from Sweet Local Honey Co. continue to prosper and more hives were 
added. 
 

Visitors in the garden: 
When I’m working in the garden I always keep my eyes open for visitors. I have repeatedly seen a 
women who works nearby walking and enjoying the flowers. A student studying on a bench. An 
employee from GAN taking a break in the shade. A family taking photos after their piano recital. 
A young mother with her children enjoying a picnic. This space is enjoyed by more people than we 
realize. What a joy to share our gardens with others! 
 

Future needs: 
Possible projects include removal of dead trees on the East property line, and we’re exploring the 
possibility of an electric hook up near the pergola. This summer there will be an increase in the need 
for hired help and volunteers to maintain the church gardens. Continued care and maintenance is 
necessary to maintaining the desired look of the gardens and landscape. 
 

Memorial Donations: 
Thank you to those who contributed to the garden fund in honor of past members Jeanette Hallbeck 
and Ann Hesley. It is still being determined as to how best to use these funds.
 

I wish to thank all who donate time and money, and plant materials for the church gardens. Without 
your help the gardens at CPC would not look as nice as they do!
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Mission Committee
Sherrie Wilson, Chairperson

Book Discussion Group
(A subcommittee of 

Christian Education)
Carol Jones

Christian Education Committee
Sue Chipman, Chairperson

The Book Discussion Group meets on the third Sunday of the month during the program year, ex-
cept for December.  All are welcome to join in!  The 2025 selections were as follows:

Members: Jennifer Hall, Mark Neville, Ivy Pillers, 
Mary Alice Richardson
 

CPC volunteers at and contributes to local, national 
and international charities. One of the major proj-
ects for 2025 was the donation of $20,000 to The 
Landing, which is an outreach group for the home-
less.  They purchased a commercial dishwasher with 
the funds. Much of that donation came from a gen-
erous donation from the estates of the Penny and 
Ron Murray.

In October, the Mission committee moved to donate 
$5000 to Channel One. The Mission Committee and 
the congregation also assisted with serving in several 
events at Gage East. 

CPC contributed to larger Presbyterian Church mis-
sion projects: One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, 
Peace and Global Witness, and Christmas Joy. These 
were approved by the session.

Christian Education must be more than 
Sunday School at CPC. Our lack of children 
hampers what we are able to do as a com-
mittee. This year we have offered several 
movies to adults. Both movies provoked 
thoughtful discussion among those who 
were able to attend. Ivy was integral in these 
two movie nights. Anything we can share to 
further our discussion and understanding 
on current issues works to benefit all of us. 
We care about our members, our church, 
our community, our world. 



Nominating Committee
Amanda Ross, Chairperson 
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Members of Committee: Sue Chipman (elder and at large) Mary Alice Richardson, Mary Meyer, Jane 
Burgstaler, Peggy McCarty

The committee met several times this year and formulated the following list of candidates for posi-
tions to be filled.  In November the Candidates were presented and voted on by the congregation to 
start their terms in 2026.  The individuals in red need to be voted on by the congregation, these are 
changes since our Fall Meeting.  The position in green is open for a Deacon.

Current Serving Members and Positions - 
The Session is the governing board of the church. It consists of six elders. Much of the business of the 
church is conducted by committees. Each elder chairs one of the committees.
Class of 2026		  Class of 2027        	
Amanda Ross	           	Mary Alice Richardson			 
Lyal Powell			   Dave Copeland

	 Peggy McCartyPeggy McCarty
				    Ronda Marshall

                   	
The Board of Deacons is responsible for ministering to all those who are in need, to the sick, to the 
friendless, and to all those who may be in distress.
Class of 2026      		  Class of 2027
Open Position 		  Carole Kinion Copeland
Margaret Petersen   	 Stacy Kopecky

 	 Mary Meyer

Clerk of Session (non-voting) for term 2026 - Mary Meyer 

Nominating Committee at large members for 2026
Mary Meyer, Jane Burgstaler, Mary Alice Richardson, Peggy McCarty

Financial Secretary for 2026 – appointed by Session: Mark Pillers 
Treasurer for 2026 - elected by Session: Joanne Powell
Nominating Committee Deacon Rep - To Be Determined By Deacons
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Personnel Committee
Amanda Ross, Chairperson

Members: Jane Burgstaler, Ronda Marshall, 
Mary Alice Richardson, Sherrie Wilson and 
Dave Copeland. 

The Personnel Committee believes our staff 
members are a pivotal part of our congrega-
tion. Stephanie Pasch as administrative assistant 
has been amazing at keeping all our ducks in a 
row and handles all office duties. She continu-
ally amazes us with how well she keeps us on 
track. Nancy Sanford as custodian is a behind 
the scenes worker that really makes us look 
good. 2025 brought to us the joyous addition of 
Tianyao Xie as our Pianist.  Tianyao joined us 
this fall and has been a wonderful addition to 
our service.  She is a wonderful talent that we 
are blessed to have.  Jennifer, our Music Direc-
tor, has helped our choir sound like a group of 
20!  We are small but mighty with her dedicated 
work to keep us in tune.  Jennifer has also 
directed our hand bell choir with multiple per-
formances this past year.  She continually be-
lieves in our group and our abilities.  With her 
help we have made so much joyful music in 2025 
and look forward to what 2026 brings. We 
continue to be blessed with these hard working 
individuals that all help to make CPC the won-
derful place it is and keep it running so 
smoothly.  

We will also continue to support our Session as 
they work to lead us towards our next pastor.  
The Session and Pastoral Nominating Com-
mittee has been hard at work to fill our pastor 
position in a way that we can support our con-
gregation into the future.  Please reach out to any 
of the personnel members if you have any staff 
questions.

 

Community Presbyterian Church Plainview 
Members: 

Bonnie Bosma, Co-Chairperson
Diane Ellringer
Tim Pries

Community Presbyterian Church Rochester 
Members: 

Amanda Ross, Co- Chairperson 
Mary Alice Richardson 
Mark Neville 

The Pastoral Nominating Committee was 
formed last Spring and has been hard at work 
since March of 2025.  We meet monthly,  some-
times 2-3 times a month to review applicants 
and conduct interviews.   While most of our 
work is done through virtual meetings, we do 
make it a point to meet in person as often as 
possible and have taken turns holding meetings 
in Plainview and Rochester.

We work with a liaison from the Presbytery, 
Pastor John Gay, to assist us with the process 
of answering our questions and concerns when 
dealing with applicants and keeping us from 
getting discouraged by the long process this 
involves.  While we have not found the right 
person to fit both our congregations we have 
learned a lot along the way and our group works 
really well together though this all. 

Looking ahead we are revamping our posting for 
the position, to refresh it for the new year.  We 
are looking for new places and locations to have 
it sent, if you know of a good connection we 
should share our information with let one of our 
committee members know.  

Please continue to pray for our work and that the 
right person comes to serve both of these 
wonderful communities of people.

Joint Pastoral Nominating Committee 
Amanda Ross, Co-Chairperson



Worship and Music
Ivy Pillers, Chairperson

Committee Members: Ivy Pillers, Bruce Felger, Mark Neville, Carol Jones, Jennifer Taylor

We continue with online and in-person Sunday services with a variety of individuals providing the 
messages including pulpit supply as well as messages delivered from members of our congregation. 
Virtual services were held when weather did not permit safe travel to the CPC building. We also had 
outside speakers from The Reading Center, The Landing, especially honoring the financial gift of Ron 
Murray and John Stoesz, speaking on Thanksgiving Sunday speaking about indigenous justice issues. 
Special services held this past year include Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Christmas Eve. 
Several outdoor services were held in July, August, and September. Special components were part of 
the services in the fall including palms for Palm Sunday, flowers for Mother’s and Father’s Day, bell 
ringing for Veterans Sunday and All Saints Sunday.  Greening of the church was done in early De-
cember. Several themes were selected for our worship focus this year including Everything In Be-
tween from Sanctified Art during Lent, and The Power of Yes from Church Anew during Advent. 

We also held a couple of joint services with CPC Plainview including one for Mr. Roger’s Sunday in 
March at CPC Rochester with a joint choir and a puppet show with special puppets made by Carole 
Kinion  Copeland.  A group of parishioners attended the second joint service at CPC Plainview in 
August. 

Vocal and bell choirs led by Jennifer Taylor contributed to our worship services. We had several 
hymn sings as well as a “walk-in” choir during the summer months. We had guest musicians includ-
ing Brass Etc (for our September outside service), Jennifer Taylor (oboe), Blake Bonde’s students (3 
student bass viola players), Jennifer Taylor’s woodwind trio as well as soloists from our own congre-
gation: Mark Neville and Nellie Brovold. We purchased a new(to us), refurbished piano in the spring. 
We celebrated Music Sunday in May. We had a variety of accompanist during the early part of the 
year including: Judy Kereakos, Kristy Giere, Peggy Pillers, Ruth Monson and  Cynthia McClaren. 
Personnel was able to hire a new pianist, Tianyao Xie, who was warmly welcomed to our services in 
October. 

Worship and Music committee initiated several church activities this year including putting together 
a new directory with significant help from our Administrative Assistant, Stephanie Pasch. We also 
started quarterly pancake breakfasts, holding one on September 7 and the second on December 7. 
Finally photos/videos of some of the special services and the music pieces were done to add to our 
website.
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Presbyterian Women
Mary Alice Richardson 

Deacons
Peggy McCarty, Chairperson

Class of 2025 - Louis Bouchard and 
		  Peggy McCarty
Class of 2026 – Carole Kinion Copeland and 
		  Margie Petersen
Class of 2027 – Stacy Kopecky and Mary Meyer

The deacons duties include:
•	 Preparing and serving communion each first 

Sunday of the month
•	 Visiting members as needed/requested by the 

pastor or member

Since we have no pastor for 2025, the deacons 
will visit and take communion to homebound 
people as needed.

This year, we set up for 25-30 people for commu-
nion each first Sunday.  There were several visits 
and cards sent.

There was a memorial get together for Ann 
Hesley in Oronoco.

Thank you to Louis Bouchard and Peggy 
McCarty as they finish their terms. Welcome 
to Stacy Kopecky and Mary Meyer who will be 
serving in the coming year.

The board generally meets quarterly or as 
needed, either in person or by email.
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This past year, PW “met” in different ways. In 
the spring, we finished the 2024-2025 Horizons 
Bible Study Let Justice Roll Down which was well 
led by Judy Robb. In the fall, we began the 2025-
2026 Horizons Bible Study Finding Resilience, Joy 
and Our Identity in Jesus Christ with individuals 
leading

Another way we met was the monthly Prayer 
Group ably led by Sue Chipman. We meet on the 
3rd Monday morning of each month and bring 
many concerns for the congregation, church, 
and many other matters to our prayers. Please 
join us if you are able.

We had a guest speaker for the November Thank 
Offering Service, John Stoesz, who spoke on 
indigenous issues.  The Thank Offering 
donations were sent to Presbyterian Women 
Mission programs. Thanks to everyone for do-
nating to the Thank Offering in 2025.

We ended the year with a Christmas Tea hosted 
by Community Presbyterian Church - Plainview. 
Everyone that made it enjoyed a lovely tea and  
being together, sadly the weather didn’t 
cooperate for some.
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Finance & Stewardship
Aaron Simms, Chairperson

Committee members: Aaron Simms, Financial Chair; Mark Pillers, Financial Secretary; 
Joanne Powell, Financial Treasurer 

I want to thank all the committees for their excellent work in keeping our expenditures within our 
budgets. I also want to remind our membership that thanks to the VERY generous donations by 
Margaret, Ron and others, the Church is doing well financially.

It is with gratefulness to Lyal that we welcomed GAN Preschool into the building this year.

General Operating Fund Stewardship Drive Summary
  2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Pledging Units 23 25 27 24 25 21

Total Dollars Pledged $101,570.00 $107,300.00 $114,470.00 $92,800.00 $92,510.00 $83,120.00

Average Pledge $4,416.09 $4,292.00 $4,240.00 $3867.00 $3700.00 $3958.00
Mission Pledge $5240.00 $5690.00 $4200.00 $4140.00 $4655.00

Special Offerings for 2024
One Great Hour of Sharing  	 $495.00
Peacemaking		   	 $ 360.00
Pentecost			    	 $225.00

Thank Offering 			   $574.00
Christmas Joy 			   $650.00

Pledged + Non-Pledged Giving
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Thank you! 
Louis Bouchard
Peggy McCarty

For your leadership as a Deacon!

Sue Chipman
Aaron Simms

Sherrie Wilson
Ivy Pillers

For your leadership as a Ruling Elder!

Dave Copeland
For your leadership as the Clerk of Session!

Community Presbyterian Church
3705 Fairway Place NW, Rochester, MN 55901

507-280-9291   www.cpcrochester.org

Our mission is to be an open-hearted, 
open-minded Christian community 

sharing a ministry of faith, hope, and love. 

In Remembrance:
Connie Holst

1944- January 7, 2025

Jeanette Hallbeck
July 1935- May 27, 2025

Ann Hesley
January 11, 1935- June 23, 2025

Ralph Smith
December 1, 1935-August 16, 2025

Beckie Meredith
-October 2025

Believing they are still one with us, glorifying and fully enjoying God forever.

“If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; 
so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.”

Romans 14:8


