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AUGUST 2026 SERMON SERIES
Fruitful Stewards: Faithful with All God Has Given
“Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.” 

1 Corinthians 4:2

God has entrusted Community Presbyterian Church of Rochester with many treasures: faithful 
people, a rich history, spiritual gifts, a church building, financial resources, and opportunities to 
serve our neighbors.

During August, Pastor Paul will lead us through a five-week sermon series entitled 
“Fruitful Stewards: Faithful with All God Has Given.”

Together, we will explore what the Bible teaches about money, possessions, generosity, tithing, 
wise financial management, and the responsibility to use God’s gifts for Christ’s mission.

This series is not simply about raising money. It is an invitation to grow in gratitude, trust, 
generosity, wisdom, and faithfulness.

August 2: Everything Belongs to God 
August 9: Where Your Treasure Is 

August 16: Honoring God with the First-fruits 
August 23: Faithful in Little, Faithful in Much 

August 30: God Provides Enough for Every Good Work

Come and discover how God’s blessings can flow 
through us to bless Rochester and beyond.
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Staff
Pastor/Head of Staff			   Rev. Paul Banchasawan
Pianist					     Dr. Tianyao Xie
Music Director				    Jennifer Taylor 
Custodian					     Nancy Sanford 
Office Manager				    Stephanie Pasch

Ministers to the world     	 Congregation Members

Session
The Session is the governing board of the church. It consists of six ruling elders, elected for two 
years. Much of the business of the church is conducted through committees. Each ruling elder 
chairs one of the committees. The Pastor, who is a teaching elder and moderator of Session, is an 
ex-officio member of every committee.  
	

	 Class of 2026	 Amanda Ross			   Personnel and Nominating
				    Lyal Powell				    Building and Grounds
	 				  

	 Class of 2027	 Peggy McCarty			   Christian Education
				    Ronda Marshall			   Finance and Stewardship
				    Mary Alice Richardson		  Mission
				    Dave Copeland			   Worship and Music

	 Officers:		  Mary Meyer				   Clerk (Non-voting)
				    Mark Pillers				   Financial Secretary 
				    Joanne Powell			   Treasurer

	 2026 Nominating Committee
	 Mary Meyer, Jane Burgstaler, 2 open spots

Deacons
The Board of Deacons is responsible for ministering to all those who are in need, to the 
sick, to the friendless, and to all those who may be in distress. Deacons provide meals and 
transportation, among other requested needs. They maintain the Prayer Chain.  

Community Presbyterian Church Leadership

Class of 2026			   Class of 2027
Carole Kinion Copeland		  Stacy Kopecky 
Margaret Petersen			   Mary Meyer
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The installation service is currently anticipated for the end of August or the beginning of September 
2026.  The exact date, time, location, and other details are being discussed and coordinated between 
the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area and the sessions of both congregations.

A pastoral installation is a special service of worship and celebration.  It recognizes the covenantal 
relationship among the pastor, the congregations, and the Presbytery as they commit themselves to 
serving Jesus Christ together.

Members, families, friends, and community neighbors will be warmly invited to attend and celebrate 
this joyful new season of ministry.  Please watch upcoming bulletins, newsletters, emails, and church 
announcements for the confirmed dated and additional information.  

Please continue to pray for Pastor Paul, his family, both congregations, and all those helping to pre-
pare this meaningful celebration.

Around CPC

Sunday, August 16, CPC-Rochester will travel to 
CPC- Plainview for a Joint Worship Service.  
The service will begin at 9:30 am.  To carpool to Plainview, 
please gather at CPC at 8:30 am.  We will plan to leave CPC 
Rochester by 8:45 am to get to CPC Plainview in plenty of time!  
There is a potluck brunch afterwards, all you can eat corn be-
gins at 11:00 am, and a parade goes past the church beginning at 
1:30 pm.

Sign up in the narthex or by emailing the office!

Pastoral Installation Celebration Coming Soon
The congregations of Community Presbyterian Church of 
Rochester and Community Presbyterian Church of Plainview are 
joyfully preparing for the installation of the Rev. Pornchai “Paul” 
Banchasawan as their shared pastor.

Birthdays and Anniversaries can 
be found in the print edition of the 
newsletter.  Pick one up at church!
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From the Pastor’s Desk

A New Season of Ministry Together
Dear Friends in Christ,

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ!

As I write my first newsletter article as your pastor, my 
heart is filled with gratitude. My family and I moved to 
Rochester on June 18, and I officially began serving as 
the shared pastor of Community Presbyterian Church of Rochester and Community Presbyterian 
Church of Plainview on July 1. These first weeks have been filled with new beginnings, meaningful 
conversations, warm welcomes, and many opportunities to learn about the people and ministries of 
both congregations.

My wife, Areerat, and I are grateful to be here with our three children, Sun, Alpha, and Win. Moving 
to Minnesota has brought many changes for our family, but your kindness, prayers, hospitality, and 
encouragement have helped us feel welcomed into this new community. Thank you to everyone 
who helped with our move, greeted us in worship, introduced yourselves, shared meals with us, and 
offered support as we began settling into our new home and ministry.

During July, we reflected together on the meaning and calling of the church. We considered the 
church as God’s household, a community of worship and fellowship, living stones and a holy 
priesthood, and a people sent into the world as Christ’s witnesses. These messages have been 
especially meaningful to me as we begin this new season together.
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From the Pastor’s Desk Continued

August Sermon Series: “Fruitful Stewards”
As we enter August, we will begin a new five-week sermon series called “Fruitful Stewards.” Through 
this series, we will explore what the Bible teaches about possessions, generosity, faithful management, 
and trusting God’s provision.

Stewardship is about much more than money. It is the faithful way we use everything God has 
entrusted to us—our time, spiritual gifts, abilities, relationships, possessions, opportunities, and 
financial resources. Everything we have ultimately belongs to God, and we are called to manage these 
gifts in ways that honor God and bless others.

My prayer is that this sermon series will not be experienced as a message of pressure or guilt, but as an 
invitation to gratitude, freedom, trust, and joyful participation in God’s work. Christian stewardship 
grows from the good news that God has first given everything to us through Jesus Christ.

As your pastor, I look forward to learning more about you, hearing your stories, visiting with you, 
praying with you, and discovering how God is calling us to serve together. I also look forward to 
supporting the separate identity, history, and ministry of each congregation while encouraging our 
shared partnership in Christ.

We are only at the beginning of this journey. There will be much to learn, many decisions to make, 
and many opportunities for ministry before us. I believe that God has brought us together for a 
meaningful purpose. With prayer, patience, faithful communication, and a shared commitment to 
Christ, we can move forward with hope.

Thank you for welcoming my family and me into your church family. Please continue to pray for us, 
for the leaders of both congregations, and for the ministry that God has entrusted to us.
May we walk together in faith, serve together in love, 
and become fruitful stewards of all that God has placed 
in our hands.

In Christ’s love,

Pastor Paul Banchasawan
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JANUARY
• 	 National	Slavery	and	Human	Trafficking	Prevention	Month;	polarisproject.org
06		 	Epiphany;	pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/theology-worship/

worship/christian-year/epiphany
11		 		National	Human	Trafficking	Awareness	Day;	traffickingresourcecenter.org or presbyterianwomen.org/justice
16		 National	Religious	Freedom	Day;	religiousfreedomday.com
18–25	 Week	of	Prayer	for	Christian	Unity;	oikoumene.org/week-of-prayer	
19	 Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	Day;	thekingcenter.org 
27		 	International	Holocaust	Remembrance	Day;	unesco.org/en/days/holocaust-remembrance

FEBRUARY
• 	 Black	History	Month;	blackhistorymonth.gov
• 	 National	Teen	Dating	Violence	Awareness	and	Prevention	Month;	teendvmonth.org
01		 	National	Freedom	Day;	presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-2824-national-freedom-day
01–07	 World	Interfaith	Harmony	Week;	worldinterfaithharmonyweek.com
08		 Souper	Bowl	of	Caring;	tacklehunger.org
12		 International	Day	against	the	Use	of	Child	Soldiers;	redhandday.org 
18	 Ash	Wednesday;	pcusa.org/resource/ash-wednesday-service

MARCH
•			 Women’s	History	Month;	womenshistorymonth.gov
06		 World	Day	of	Prayer;	wdp-usa.org or worlddayofprayer.net
08		 	International	Women’s	Day;	internationalwomensday.com or un.org/en/observances/womens-day
08								 	Celebrate	the	Gifts	of	Women	Sunday;	pcusa.org/events/celebrate-gifts-women-sunday/march-8th-

2026-0800am	
09–20		 	UN	Commission	on	the	Status	of	Women;	unwomen.org/en/how-we-work/commission-on-the-status-of-

women/csw70-2026
15–21		 National	Agriculture	Week;	iatp.org
22			 World	Water	Day;	un.org/en/observances/water-day
24–30		 	National	Farmworker	Awareness	Week;	saf-unite.org/national-farmworker-awareness-week or saf-unite.org/

APRIL
• 	 Sexual	Assault	Awareness	Month;	en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_Assault_Awareness_Month	
03	 	Good	Friday;	pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/theology-

worship/worship/christian-year/good-friday 
05	 	Easter	Sunday;	pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/theology-

worship/worship/christian-year/resurrection-lordeaster 
07	 World	Health	Day;	who.int/campaigns/world-health-day  
08	 International	Romani	Day;	en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Romani_Day  
22	 Earth	Day;	earthday.org 
24	 	Armenian	Genocide	Remembrance	Day;	pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/

ministry-areas/world-mission/jinishian-memorial-program/armenian-genocide  
29	 Denim	Day;	denimdayinfo.org

MAY
• 	 Asian	American	and	Pacific	Islander	Heritage	Month;	asianpacificheritage.gov
04–10		 	PW	Together	in	Action	Days	for	Children’s	Literacy;	presbyterianwomen.org/justice 

Children’s	Book	Week;	everychildareader.net/cbw  
05		 National	Teacher	Day;	nea.org  
09	 World	Fair	Trade	Day;	wfto.com  
09	 Stamp	Out	Hunger	Day;	about.usps.com/corporate-social-responsibility/nalc-food-drive.htm  
10	 Mother’s	Day		
15	 Palestinian	Nakba	Remembrance	Day;	un.org/unispal/about-the-nakba  
22	 International	Day	for	Biological	Diversity;	cbd.int/idb  
24	 	Pentecost;	pcusa.org/about-pcusa/agencies-entities/interim-unified-agency/ministry-areas/theology-

worship/worship/christian-year/day-pentecost 
25		 Memorial	Day;	cem.va.gov/history/Memorial-Day-history.asp 

Working for Justice and Peace                                                 2026
presbyterian	women	j&p	calendar 

We	are	called	to	share	God’s	love	with	the	world	by	being	God’s	hands	in	the	world.	We	answer	God’s	call	to	“do	justice,	love	kindness	and	walk	humbly	with	our	God”	(Micah	6:8).

Remember,	every	Thursday	is	an	opportunity	to	participate	in	Thursdays	in	Black.	See oikoumene.org/what-we-do/thursdays-in-black

Presbyterian Women

AUGUST
06 Nuclear Victims’ and Survivors’ Day; pcusa.org/worship-with-us/yearbook/august-6-2020
09 International Day of the World’s Indigenous People; un.org/en/observances/indigenous-day
09 Day of Prayer for the Peaceful Reunification of the Korean Peninsula; 
	 pcusa.org/worship-with-us/yearbook/june-24-2018
19 World Humanitarian Day; un.org/en/observances/humanitarian-day

United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other: 
Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians
By Rhonda Mawhood Lee

The 2026–2027 PW/Horizons Bible study

Paul wrote at a time when Christians expected Jesus’ imminent 
return; he challenged his friends to be ready when that day came. 
Two thousand years later, the church is still waiting, still affirm-
ing that Jesus will return, and still proclaiming that this world has 
already been transformed by God’s life-giving love. Our challenge 
remains to live in ways that demonstrate our trust in the resurrec-
tion.

Many of the questions asked by our earliest siblings in faith remain ours, too. How can our lives dem-
onstrate our trust in Jesus Christ’s victory over death? What do we do when different understandings 
of the gospel undermine church unity? How can Christians understand gender and sexuality? When 
conflict arises, how do we deal with it?

This Bible study will raise many questions while providing few direct answers. Those, you will seek 
yourself through prayerful reading, thinking, and discussion. I pray that unity in Jesus Christ will 
guide you and your study group and inspire you, together, to do everything in love.

This study will begin at CPC-Rochester this fall!  
The study guides have been ordered will be available soon!

http://pcusa.org/worship-with-us/yearbook/august-6-2020 
http://un.org/en/observances/indigenous-day 
http://pcusa.org/worship-with-us/yearbook/june-24-2018
http://un.org/en/observances/humanitarian-day
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At CPC in August

 

Where: Community Presbyterian Church 

When: August 19,2026 
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Remembering Amy Ward

Amy Girard (Calehu0) Ward 
October 31, 1960 – June 30, 2026 

 

The Ward/Calehuff family would like to let you know our precious Amy 
passed away peacefully in her sleep on June 30 after more than a year in 
hospice at Cottagewood (the special Senior Memory Care cottage that has 
been her home since September 2023). Her gentle passing was filled with 
love thanks to the devoted staff there, Cal’s almost daily visits, and regular 
visits from sons Tucker, Luke, and her four sisters. 

Music was an ongoing source of delight and connection for Amy, so the day 
before she passed, with Cal holding her hand and her sisters joining by 
phone, we spent more than an hour singing Amy’s favorite songs to her 
one last time. Though she never opened her eyes, we’re quite sure she 
heard us and felt our love. 

Amy’s legacy is one of extraordinary strength, resilience and optimism 
despite decades of physical challenges. Born on Halloween 1960, she was 
a bright, adventurous teen who soloed in a glider plane at age 15. She 
spent her senior year of high school in Sweden as an exchange student 
and proved to be an adventurous international traveler. She was on Penn 
State’s ski team, worked as an Analyst for IBM, was a choir director, Mayo 
Gonda singer and more. Cal was the love of her life, and she adored their 
two ginger redhead boys. She was barely 40 when surgery for a large brain 
tumor changed the trajectory of her life. For 25+ years, she lived with 
resulting physical and mental challenges with remarkable grace and 
optimism. 

We remain in awe of Amy’s ever-bright “ginger peachy” attitude and are 
forever grateful for the lessons she taught us, especially to stop and take 
time to truly notice the miracles all around us – a beautiful flower, a spotted 
cow in the field, a crimson sunset.  

We know Amy will always be with us, her beautiful smile forever in our 
hearts. May her journey home be filled with peace, light and love.  

       As Amy would say…🎶🎶 Happy Trails to you, ‘till we meet again 🎶🎶 

                         Cal, Tucker, Luke, Linda, Kathy, Heather & Phyllis 

PS: We plan to celebrate Amy’s Life at a future date and will share details 
as plans are finalized.  Amy’s Celebration of Life will take place on 

Sunday, November 1st following worship.
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Remembering Amy Ward
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Around the Presbytery
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Community Presbyterian's Calendar

August 2026
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Community Presbyterian Church
3705 Fairway Place NW
Rochester, MN 55901

CPC worships at 11:00 am each Sunday  
Both onsite and online!  

Communion is the first Sunday of the month.

Online Worship, Sundays 11:00 am 
https://meet.google.com/mhq-retb-jzs 

Or dial: (US) +1 715-600-0099 PIN: 959 349 717# 

Bulletins for worship can be found 
on the homepage of our website.

www.cpcrochester.org

Contact the church office: 507-280-9291
or email office@cpcrochester.org

Community 
Presbyterian Church

Our Mission is to be an 
open-hearted, 
open-minded 

Christian community 
sharing a ministry of 
faith, hope, and love.

http://www.cpcrochester.org

